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Student clubs facing
significant budget cuts
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

On Monday, Oct. 7, 2002,
the finance committee of
Student Congress will present
for approval a budget strikingly
different from last year’s. This
year, the
STUDENT budget
CONGRESS suffered a
$9,000 cut,
leaving clubs with less money
than expected.
Meredith Strokes ’04,
treasurer of Student Congress,
said that in past years, the
budget has consistently
increased, and clubs have gotten
more money. “Eventually, [the
budget] had to come down,” she
said.
“The monies weren’t the
same as last year,” said Rev. J.
Stuart McPhail, O.P., Vice
President for Student Services.
He attributed the decrease in
funds to a smaller freshman
class, which meant less revenue
was collected through the
student activity fee.
The student activity fee is the
primary source for the
allocations budget. Students
pay $130 a year, $95 of which
goes into this budget. The
remainder goes to other clubs
not funded through Student
Congress, such as Friars Club,

Student Congress President Steve Niemec ’03 addresses the
Congress meeting Monday in upper Slavin.
of
the
The Cowl, Veritas, and WDOM, representatives
as well as providing monetary organization present a proposed
support for the Slavin Center budget.
“Some of the [proposed]
building.
In order to obtain funds, budgets were reasonable,” said
according to Strokes, clubs Strokes. Others were very
must sign up for a 15-minute high.” For example, she said
allocation interview where the proposed budget of the

Board of Multicultural Student
Affairs (BMSA) included
roughly $40,000 to get Nelson
Mandela to speak on campus.
Khamtanh Inthirath ’03,
President of the BMSA, said of
the board’s proposed budget,
“It’s high because everyone
aims high. I knew I wasn’t
going to get close to it.”
This is the first year the
BMSA assumed the budget of
all of Providence College’s
multicultural clubs. Previously,
clubs such as Amigos Unidos
and the Asian American Club
had separate allocations. “This
year, everyone gave me a
budget, and I put it on a master
budget,” Inthirath said.
He said that the new process
is smoother, since there is more
communication. “Everyone can
help each other out,” he said.
Still, this year the BMSA stands
to take a budget cut of $350 —
if this year’s $10,250 is
compared to the $10,600
received in total by the
individual clubs last year.
The BMSA is not the only
group that will likely be losing
money. Strokes mentioned
Junior Ring Weekend (JRW),
Commencement, and the
freshman and sophomore
classes as funds that would be
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Congress
declares men’s
volleyball
inactive for
the year
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

This year’s volleyball club
will likely miss out on a chance
to go to the national competition
due to an apparent lack of
communication between its
officers and Student Congress.
At the end of last year,
Student Congress declared the
club inactive as a result of its
failure to file important reports.
Patrick Levesque ’03, however,
says this failure was actually
due to miscommunication, and
that last year’s executive board
assured him the situation would
be rectified.
By being declared inactive,
the club loses any money
Congress would have allocated
to it, and also loses access to its
agency money, an account
separate from its allocated
funds. Last year, the club
received $2500 in allocations,
and had $360(0 in agency
money.
“We’re going to have the
best team we’ve had in years,”
Levesque said. He said his team
had hoped to go to the national
competition this year, held in
Columbus, Ohio. Without the
allocated funds, however, it is
unlikely.
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New campus policy puts smokers on the outs
by

Lauren Wholley ’04
News Staff

“Smokers Rule,” proclaimed
a handwritten message on the
white stucco wall outside the
main doors of the Feinstein
Academic Center. Not so,
according to the PC smoking
ban that has been effective since
school began a
CAMPUS month ago.
The College’s
NEWS
rules are actually
in accordance with a Rhode
Island state law that prohibits
smoking in all campus
buildings and dorms. The ban
(and the fines that go along
with it) was met with resistance
from PC smokers and
sympathizers alike. But up
until a few days ago, smokers
only had to wait until they were
outside to light up.
That all changed on Monday
when students were confronted
with rough diagrams of

“designated smoking areas,”
taped to the outside of their
residence halls. According to
Marifrances McGinn, Vice
President and General Counsel
of the College, the smoking
zones are strategically placed in
11 areas around campus, most
of which are located outside of
the buildings and dorms.
However, those are the only
places on campus where
smoking is allowed.
Though the “designated
smoking areas” were always
part of the initial PC rule,
students were shocked to learn
that the insides of buildings
were not the only places
affected by the ban. Chris
Carter ’03, a regular smoker,
expressed his distaste for the
rule. “Smokers have to be
understanding of students
around them...but to have
designated smoking areas
means you can’t walk to class
and have a cigarette.”

However, McGinn
emphasized that the main
purpose of the designated zones
was not to ostracize smokers,
but create an acceptable
atmosphere for the activity.
“Instead of saying the college
was smoke-free, it was decided
that we would have the smoking
areas.” Rev. J. Stuart McPhail,
O.P., Vice President for Student
Services mirrored her sentiment
by explaining, “We want to do
things both morally and legally,
but at the same time, not create
a smoking state.”
Of course, in order to be
effective,
the
smoking
restrictions have to be enforced.
The rumor that two students
were written up for smoking
outside of Moore Hall on
Tuesday, is false according to
Phillip Reilly, Executive
Director of Security, “They
weren’t written up by us.” He
said that though he hadn’t seen
the regulations, security would

not target smokers. Father
McPhail claimed, “We don’t
want to end up like the smoke
police.. .1 think everyone will be
very cooperative.” In general,
the responsibility is going to rest
on smokers and the supervisors
of the dorms and buildings to
make sure that lit cigarettes are
kept within the designated
zones.

We don’t want to end up
like the smoke police.. .I
think everyone will be
very cooperative.

As for what constitutes
“within the zone,” Father
McPhail joked that “we’re not
expecting anyone to use a tape
measure...but common sense
and understanding.” On the
same token, Chief Reilly can

Please Recycle

Fuming about the new
designated smoking
areas? John McHugh’s
with you.
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Can an East Providence
girl “rock” the boat of
change? You bet.
A&E, Page 15
This Newspaper

see why the smoking areas are
not directly outside building
entrances. “The rest of us have
to walk by the doors, so
smoking five feet from them
would be like smoking at their
desks.” But Carter is worried
that the smoking areas for the
six-person apartments will not
be safe at night. “They’re on
the outskirts of campus.”
Because it is a new policy,
the administrators realize that it
is going to take a while for
people to recognize it as a law
and admit that changes may
have to be made over time.
Non-smoker Elizabeth Stanton
’04 dramatized the situation by
saying, “It should be your
choice to smoke, not the
school’s, but I choose life.”
Apparently so does the College,
as PC’s smokers, whether
students or faculty, will have to
become familiar with one of the
11 smoking areas before
thinking of lighting up.
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Sophomore barbeque
brings class to Quad

News Briefs
Security incidents spark concern among students

Over the past weekend, two more
Providence College students were
assaulted. Additionally, while one
altercation occurred in the area around
the Douglas Ave. CVS in the early hours
of the morning, the other attack occurred
right in the shadow of St. Dominic
Chapel.
In the early morning hours of
Saturday, Sept. 28, a female student was
robbed near the CVS on Douglas Ave.
A man walked up behind her and a friend
and snatched her purse. The force of the
purse-snatcher caused her to fall to the
ground, after which time the assailant
fled. No serious injuries were reported.
Saturday night at approximately 8:45
p.m., another female student was
assaulted in front of Mai Brown Hall.
After being approached by three “non
PC males” who attempted to steal her
handbag, she managed to escape and
relate a partial description of one of her
assailants: a six-foot tall black teenage
male wearing a white shirt and jeans.
In response to the increasing
frequency of attacks, the Providence
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Police have been notified and PC
Security has vowed to increase patrols.
Some students have voiced their
reactions to the incidents. Kat Page ‘06
is not shocked by the reports. “You need
to be much more on your guard when
coming back from a night out because
your attacker may assume that due to
alcohol you may not be as alert to your
surroundings. It’s a city, so it’s expected.
It’s a little scary. It makes me realize
that I need to be extra cautious when
going out. But on the PC campus I feel
very safe.”
Speaking on behalf of PC Security,
Officer Ralph Salvatore advises students
to “walk with someone else. Chances
are, even if they unfortunately grab one
person, the other person can run and seek
help, or holler for help.” Addressing
student concerns about the safety of the
campus, he said “it’s a safe campus.”
Despite persistent warnings, many
students stubbornly persist in walking
alone, remaining vulnerable and
tempting targets.
—Natalie Forbes ’05, Keith Carr ’04

Professorships and tenure conferred at Fall Faculty Dinner
At this year’s Fall Faculty Dinner, held
on Sept. 26, new faculty members were
announced and tenure as well as
professorships was formally conferred.
Rev. Philip A.Smith, O.P., President of
the College gave opening greetings and
invocation and then proceeded with the
announcements.
Tenure is a long tradition of
recognizing professors as permanent
members of the faculty. According to
the American Association of University
Professors (AAUP), “Institutions of
higher education are conducted for the
common good and not to further the
interest of either the individual teacher
or the institution as a whole. The
common good depends upon the free
search for truth and its free exposition,”
t without fear of termination (1940
Statement on Academic Tenure and
Principles).
Tenure was formally conferred upon
eight Providence College professors:
Associate Professor of History Rev. Jon
A. Alexander, O.P., Ph.D, Associate
Professor of Art History Dr. Joan R.

Branham, Assistant Professor of
Political Science Dr. Joseph
Cammarano, Professor of Political
Science Dr. Cyril K. Daddieh, Assistant
Professor of Mathematics Dr. Liam A.
Donohoe, Assistant Professor of History
Dr. Matthew J. Dowling, Assistant
Professor of Education Susan F.
Skawinski, Ed.D, and Associate
Professor of Theology Dr. Michael J.
Tkacik.
Also, the title of “Full Professor” was
conferred upon four candidates:
Professor of English Dr. S. Terrie Curran,
Professor of Theatre Arts Mary G.
Farrell, Professor
of Art History Dr. Deborah J. Johnson,
and Professor of Philosophy Dr. Vance
G. Morgan. Tenure heralds the formal
beginning of a professor’s position on
the faculty, while the title of “Professor”
represents the pinnacle of a career in
academia.
—Keith Carr ’04

PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

But not all sopomores bring class: Carl Lawrence ’05 enjoys a burger in his
bathrobe and fedora on the Quad at the Sophomore Barbeque, Sunday, Sept. 28.
The event was sponsored by the sophomore class officers.

. thecowl.com

Like what you see?

Think you can do better?

Apply to the News
Staff...Slavin 104
October is........... ’’NATIONAL CAMPUS SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH”
•

Plan to become involved in the “Neighborhood Watch” program sponsored by the Office of Residence Life

•

Look for information about the upcoming identification drive to register valuables such as computers and bikes with the Office of
Safety and Security.

•

Use our new brochure as a helpful guide to learn about important services and resources.

THE OFFICE OF SAFETY AND SECURITY
“ Working Together For A Safe Campus”
Look for special programs sponsored throughout the month and beyond.........
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Endowed chair brings Blackfriars Dominican to PC
By Jamie Chase ’04
News Staff

Providence College recently established its first
endowed chair, the Rev. Robert Randall Distinguished
Professorship in Christian Culture. Randall, a member
of the Providence College community for more than
. twenty-five years, started the program
FACULTY and helped to raise the money for the
NEWSs endowed chair position. “An
endowed chair is a chair that raises
enough money to pay the salary of the person holding
that chair,” according to Dr. Rodney Delasanta, a
professor of English and a member of the committee
in charge of the endowed chair position.

I envision the Randall professor as an
individual who will employ the mission of
Providence College, representing to the
academic world who we are, what we strive
for, and what is our wisdom.
Rev. Robert Randall, O.P.

Randall, with the donations of many others, made
it possible for Providence College to have this unique
opportunity and to bring to the Providence College
community, Rev. Fergus Kerr O.P. According to an
article published in the Providence Journal, Randall
was quoted as saying, “I envision the Randall professor

as an individual who will employ the mission of
Providence College, representing to the academic world
who we are, what we strive for, and what is our
wisdom.” According to the Providence Journal, “The
chair is reserved for recognized scholars whose work
embodies a Christian view of human achievement and
culture.”
As a regent of the Blackfriars College at Oxford
University in England, Kerr has the qualifications to
fulfill this position. As Delasanta put it, “that is what
is great about the Dominicans being an international
community, you get to pick out the stars of the
community and that is exactly what Father Kerr is, a
star.”
Father Kerr holds degrees in philosophy and
theology, including a master of sacred theology. Kerr
is also an accomplished author, publishing well-known
works including Theology After Wittgenstein and
Immortal Longings.
As part of his endowed professorship here at the
College, Kerr will participate in the Liberal Arts Honors
Program, teach Western Civ, and speak publicly to
students. Kerr will also give lectures at various
locations around the country. Kerr cited this as one of
the challenges he faces in holding this unique position.
Kerr stated, “One important aspect of the professorship
is that one should give lectures elsewhere, as part of
raising the College’s profile; thus I shall be visiting
Duke, Villanova, the University of Virginia, Boston
College, and attending the annual conference of the
American Academy of Religion this year in Toronto.”
For right now, Kerr has the unique position of
holding the first endowed professorship here at
Providence College, but he will not be the last.

KRISTIN ELLIS '05/The Cowl

Rev. Fergus Kerr delivers a lecture on Tuesday,
Oct. 1, to an audience in ‘64 Hall on the “Con
flicts of Christianity in Modern Europe.”
According to Delasanta, “There are plans being made
to have more endowed chairs here in the years
following. Many people are being considered and we
should know soon who will hold the position in
upcoming years.”

Volleyball: hopes had been high for this year’s team
continued from page 1
Meredith Strokes ’04, treasurer of
Student Congress, said that clubs are
required to fill out contact information,
attend the involvement fair, and submit
monthly financial status reports in order
to remain active. When the volleyball
club only submitted two out of the eight
required reports, Student Congress voted
to declare them inactive.
Levesque says he wasn’t aware of the
procedures that were supposed to be
followed, because in previous years, the
club’s treasurer was also on Student
Congress. After filling out the initial
information, he was not contacted by
Congress, and heard through others that
Congress had been contacting someone
else.
“I would like to know who they were
contacting,” said Andrea Essner ’04,
Vice President of Student Congress. She
said that Andrea Messmer ’02,
chairperson of the clubs and

organizations committee last year, was
incredibly organized, and definitely
contacted someone.
Still, Levesque says the only contact
the club had was with the treasurer’s
office, in order to obtain money. “We
were trying to get money the entire year,”
he said. “There was a backlog, and
sometimes we paid out of our pockets.”
The club remained active throughout
the year, attending 15 competitions and
holding practices twice a week. At the
end of the year, when he heard of the
decision to declare the club inactive,
Levesque said he went to the executive
board to rectify the situation.
“During the exam period last
semester, Steve said the ruling would be
overturned,” Levesque said, referring to
Steve Muzrall ’02, last year’s Student
Congress president.
Coach Ernie Laverdiere also said that
Katie Cartier ’02, former Student
Congress Treasurer, said the situation
would be straightened out.

The Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies
invites applicants for the

Davies-Jackson Scholarship
The two-year scholarship to St. John’s College of Cambridge
University in England covers all tuition, fees, and room and board
luring term-time, living expenses during summer vacation, and
travel to and from England.

To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must:
■ be seniors graduating in May 2003;
■ be the first in their family to graduate from college;
■ come from a modest economic background;
■ have demonstrated enthusiasm and achievement in the arts,
humanities, and social sciences; and
■ have a cumulative grade point average around 3.8 (recom
mended, although not required).
The application deadline is November 18,2002. For more informa
ion and application materials, visit www.cic.edu/caphe/assistance/
iavies.asp .
Applications should be submitted through Dean Arruda.

“I don’t understand why Muzrall
would say that,” Essner said. She went
on to say that by the end of the semester,
the new executive board was in place.
“It’s lousy that someone lied to them, but
it’s like a U.S. Representative saying
he’d take care of something in Congress
when he’s already out of office,” she
said, referring to Muzrall’s agreement to
resolve the matter.
When Levesque went before the
Congress at its meeting on Sept. 30,
2002, it was determined that the club
would not be reinstated without going
through the process of resubmitting a
constitution, meaning it wouldn’t receive
any of its funding.
“At the meeting, they didn’t want to
be bothered. It’s like we were wasting
their time,” Levesque said. “They didn’t
accept responsibility. That’s what
irritates me the most.”
“It’s a messy situation,” Strokes said.
“I totally feel there could be
miscommunication.”

Essner agreed, saying, “We don’t
want to make clubs inactive. Things like
this happen, and we can’t make
exceptions to the rules.” She also
thought that the club should’ve taken the
initiative and showed some sort of
responsibility.
The club does have the option of
holding fundraisers to raise money.
Levesque said that while many schools
hold tournaments to bring in money, they
can’t hold one here because of other
teams that need the courts. “We need
$2500. We can’t really sell t-shirts to
get that kind of money,” he said.
Laverdiere was still optimistic about
the team’s talent. Last year, they had lost
four starters from the previous team, but
still played well. “Last year, we
overachieved,” he said. This year, with
the addition of a freshman All-State
volleyball player from Rhode Island,
both Laverdiere and Levesque expressed
hopes for a good team.
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Shaping up: security guard uses his
new-found health for good of others
By Natalie Forbes ’05
News Staff

“It was a turning point in my life,”
said Officer Ralph Salvatore of the first
time he took a voluntary agility test for
the PC security department. When he
first started working at PC, he “ was very
much out of shape,” said
FOCUS Officer Salvatore. “When
ON I went through the steps of
the agility program I
realized then how out of shape I was. It
was a like a wake-up call.”
After Director of Security Phillip
Reilly introduced Salvatore to the Health
and Wellness program, Salvatore started
a regular exercise routine. “He rewards
us if we do it three days a week at an
hour each day.” Reilly grants officers
who consistently engage in an exercise
program two days off during Christmas
break and two days off during the spring
recess. “I never realized the health
benefits from [the exercise],” said
Salvatore. He credits Chief Reilly with
initiating his personal daily exercise
routine. “It’s been very rewarding to
me,” he said.
“Once a year [Chief Reilly] offers us,
strictly on a voluntary basis, the agility
test.” The first time Salvatore took the
test, in 1996, he could not finish it.
“Now every year I seem to hold my
own.”
“I feel different too. I have a whole
different attitude in life. Things that
bothered me before...they don’t irritate
me...” Salvatore said, “I was anywhere
from 215 to 217 pounds. Now I weigh
anywhere between 160 and 165.” He
said he is physically a different person
than he was ten years ago, and he is
proud of the fact. Officer Salvatore said,
“I do it for myself.”
This past Sunday he walked 26.2
miles. For about the fourth year in a row,

“I did the walk-a-thon for the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute,” he says. The
walk-a-thon follows the same route as
the Boston Marathon.
“It took me seven hours and forty
minutes...It’s a long walk. For my age,
I thought I did fairly well,” said
Salvatore.
Officer Salvatore has been working
at PC for over ten years. He started part
time in 1990 and then came on as a full
time employee in 1992. “I enjoy
working here at PC,” he said with a
smile. Officer Salvatore used to work
as a certified building inspector for the
city of Providence. “I’ve always worked
part-time to supplement my regular
income. I had a young family,” he stated.
He used to do domestic work for banks
as well. Eventually, Salvatore looked to
Providence College for employment. “I
thought I might apply to Providence
College because I only live three blocks
away!” he said. He eventually gave up
his full time job to work at PC full time.
He started working nights here, and did
so for three and a half years. Now he
works the 2:30-11 p.m. shift.
Many Providence College students
are unaware of the training process
officers must go through. Salvatore said
that everyone has to pass a variety of
physical tests first. These include
activities such as running 1.5 miles,
climbing stairs without any problems,
and lifting a fifty-pound dead weight.
Officer Salvatore is a native of Rhode
Island, bom in Providence. He is a father
of three grown boys. His eldest son is
married, and lives two houses away from
him. His second oldest son lives with
him and his wife. His youngest son built
a house of his own and is living in it now.
He plans to get married. When asked
how he likes having his sons in such
close proximity to him, Salvatore
replied, jesting, “A little bit too close

FRANK CALIVA '04/The Cowl

Officer Ralph Salvatore credits Chief Reilly’s fitness program for getting
him into good shape. Salvatore participated in the Dana Farber Cancer
Institute Walk in Boston this past weekend.
maybe. We have a good relationship,”
he said in regards to he and his sons.
Salvatore enjoys conversing with
students and spending time on the
campus. When asked what he finds most
rewarding about his job he replied, “to
see the students come, learn, grow.” He
is always disappointed to see the seniors
go because he has gotten to know them
over the years. Students talk with him
about their worries about entering the
“real world” or their excitement about
continuing their education at the
graduate level. “You just have nice
conversations.”
Officer Salvatore is well aware of the
security issues students are facing on
campus. He emphasizes that students

should not prop open doors to the dorms.
“You put all the students at risk in that
dorm,” he states. “We patrol all these
areas and make sure that there are no
uninvited guests.” Salvatore is not shy
about letting students know if they are
doing something unsafe, such as walking
alone at night. One can never be too
safety conscious. “It’s a safe campus,
but you also have to understand...the
general public has to understand, that if
a security officer is visible, they’re [a
perpetrator] not going to do anything
wrong.” Officer Salvatore’s goal and
desire is to simply “keep the College
family safe.”

1NEWS
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Cuts:‘Clubs

are going
Tuition rises, even as
to be disappointed’ scholarships remain the same

continued from page 1

cut, among others.
“We look like the bad people,”
Strokes said, regarding student
perceptions of the budget cuts. She added
that the basis of much of the funding is
seniority, so clubs that have been around
longer receive more money. Also clubs
such as Urban Action that have
experienced significant growth in
membership, usually see an increase in
their funding.
The organization that receives the
largest allotment of the available money
is the Board of Programmers (BOP).
Last year, it received $ 164,150, and will
likely see about a one percent increase
on that figure this fiscal year, according
to Strokes.

the proposed budget of the
Board of Multicultural Student
Affairs (BMSA) included
roughly $40,000 to get Nelson
Mandela to speak on campus.

“It is the position of BOP to do the
primary sponsoring of activities,” Fr.
McPhail said. “They should get the
monies to do that.” He went on to say
that BOP represents all students, and
therefore should get the bulk of

programming money.
“I can only hypothesize, but some
will be pleased, and others will be
disappointed,” Fr. McPhail said
concerning how the organizations on
campus will feel about the budget.
“I would’ve been happy with
anything in the teens,” Inthirath said,
regarding the BMSA budget. “I thought
it wouldn’t be this bad, but if you look
at in a broad way, everyone went down
except for BOP.”
In order to raise money beyond what
is allocated to them, clubs have the
option of fundraisers. They have
separate accounts, called agency
accounts, where they can keep any
money they make throughout the year.
This money, unlike the allocated funds,
is not returned at the end of the year if it
goes unused.
Inthirath said the BMSA already has
some tentative plans for fundraisers. For
example, one idea is distributing
packages of food and other items to
underclassmen. Another is having a
large cookout on campus.
“Each club and organization has a
purpose,” Fr. McPhail said. “Everyone
has to work with what we have.”
Strokes said that she’s received many
phone calls from people who want to
know the reasons behind the budget
decisions. “I try and brace them as much
as possible,” she said. “Clubs are going
to be disappointed.”

www.thecowl.com

By Stephanie Wodowski ’04
News Staff

Each year, approximately 20-25% of
entering freshmen at Providence College
are awarded money based mostly on
their academic achievement in high
school.
Recommendations and
leadership qualities are also taken into
. consideration.
AcHOW PC cording
to
the
WORKS | Admissions Office, the
process is long and
difficult, and has become even more so
with each passing year due to the
increasing quality of the applicant pool.
In fact, the caliber of student has changed
so dramatically that some students who
previously received scholarships might
not have qualified under the new
standards.
Merit scholars come from the top 5%
of their high school class, with an
average SAT score of 1335 and an
average unweighted GPA of 3.78.
Monetary awards range from $5,000 to
the Presidential Scholarship which
covers full tuition. Partial scholarships
are granted at a flat rate, and do not
increase as tuition costs rise. When
asked why this was the arrangement,
Christopher Lydon, Dean of Enrollment
Management said, “Traditionally, this is
how the College has appropriated funds.
It is easier to plan flat amounts into the
budget, and it also allows families to plan
for the future as well because they are
assured of a particular dollar amount.”
Those who attend the College with
the help of merit scholarships are fulltime students who are required to
maintain a semesterly GPA of 3.25 after
their first year. However, now that the

Dean’s List requirements have increased,
the bar may also be raised for keeping a
scholarship. If these requirements are
not met, it is at the discretion of the
Dean’s Office whether or not to place
the student on academic probation.
Though there are a handful of PC merit
scholars who lose their scholarships each
semester, generally, the students do not
have a problem with keeping up with
requirements, according to the
Admissions office.

Traditionally this is how the
College has appropriated funds.
It is easier to plan flat amounts
into the budget,and it also
allows families to plan for the
future, because they are assured
of aparticular dollar amount..
Chris Lydon, Dean of
Enrollment Management

There are no specific majors that
appear to have more difficulty than
others with keeping scholarships.
Students tend to gravitate toward areas
of interest to them, and it is therefore
reasonable to assume that they can do
the work expected of them, no matter
what field it may be in. As far as grade
inflation goes, Lydon said that, “I don’t
feel that there’s any correlation between
the grading policies of a particular
professor or department. We are
confident that the students chosen to
receive scholarships based on their
academic credentials are capable of
achievement in f.ny major.”
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Wearing the crown: PC grads and Miss America
By Shawna Hassett ’03
News Staff

When all the hype of bright lights and
live broadcasts is over and the ball gowns
and swimsuits are packed away, the
participants in the Miss America Pageant
return to their respective
FOCUS I states, not to rest, but to
ON[ continue to work as
representatives of the
scholarship program. Miss Rhode Island
2002, Gianine Teti ’02, originally from
New Jersey, is a Providence College
graduate, as is Miss Rhode Island 2001,
Jennifer D’Ambrosio ’02. Teti and
D’Ambrosio, like all state pageant
winners, were required to promote both
their platform and the organization of
Miss America in the year following their
crowning.
D’Ambrosio was still an
undergraduate student at PC during her
reign as Miss Rhode Island. Therefore,
she lived at school and spent free time
advocating her platform, making
speeches at various rotary clubs,
attending parades and autograph
signings, and volunteering. She
additionally worked with the other
participants in writing and publishing a
book titled, Under the Crown,
chronicling their experiences after the
Sept. 11 tragedy. Proceeds from the
book, which is on sale at Amazon.com
as well as in the PC bookstore, go
towards the establishment of a $10,000
scholarship.
Unlike D’Ambrosio, Teti is not from
Rhode Island and hence lived with a
former Miss Rhode Island in Warren as
she prepared for the pageant. However,
now that she is back from Atlantic City,
Teti plans to find both an apartment and
a job.
“I had no time for a job before,” Teti
said. “But now that I’m not preparing
for Miss America or anything else really,

I can focus on my platform and can focus
on my future. I decided I’d have to move
out eventually and I’d have to get a job
eventually — start taking the reins of my
life.”
According to Teti, 95% of her time is
concentrated on promoting her platform
— disability awareness — whether she
does speaking engagements, singing
performances, or appearances. She is
additionally in constant contact with
Congressman Jim Langevin, D-R.I.,
concerning what she can do to help
encourage further understanding of
disabilities.
The other 5%, Teti said, is devoted to
promoting the organization of Miss
America. Following in D’Ambrosio’s
footsteps, Teti is working with other
Miss America 2002 participants to write
a second edition of Under the Crown to
create more scholarship money for the
program.
In addition, she is
spearheading a Miss Rhode Island
Cabaret Night fundraiser in which
former Miss Rhode Islands would

perform.
“There’s so much talent in this group
of women,” Teti said, “that in one night
we could raise a lot of money for
scholarships.”
Teti has also been diligently working
to obtain more sponsors for the Miss
Rhode Island program. According to
D’Ambrosio, sponsors and volunteers,
of which Rhode Island does not have
many, form the base of the program, aid
in preparation for the Miss America
pageant, and significantly reduce the
personal cost to the participant. Because
Rhode Island is lacking in volunteers,
D’Ambrosio feels as if Miss Rhode
Island may be at a slight disadvantage.
“We don’t have a lot of volunteers
and I feel like we would be so much
better prepared if we had more people
to work with,” D’Ambrosio said. “I went
into the pageant not knowing what to
expect. I tried to help Gianine [Teti] out
because I didn’t have anyone to help me
in that way.”
In an except from Under the Crown,
D’Ambrosio wrote, “I was able to keep
a part time job during my year as Miss
Rhode Island, and had two fund-raisers
to help me on this journey. The program
does not have many sponsors, and all the
costs went to me, the title holderr. In the
end, my family and I spent much more
than we expected. I did, however, end
up with about $10,000 in scholarship
money. But even with that, I still have
outstanding school loans that [are] triple
that amount.”
Teti hopes that more volunteers will
join the force in the future. “90% of
success lies in the volunteers,” Teti said.
“There aren’t enough right now for all
the work that needs to be done, but they
are working really hard.
According to Teti, she has already
done a lot of work to help establish more
sponsorships for the Miss Rhode Island
program. “Every appearance you make,

every connection you make, everything
that you do is a possible sponsorship in
some way,” Teti explained. “Whether
it’s a scholarship or a clothing sponsor.”
Though Rhode Island’s volunteer and
sponsor force is quite smaller than many
other states’, Teti did not feel that she
was at any disadvantage while
competing in Atlantic City. “The
positives far outweigh the negatives,”
Teti affirmed. “I know that Jen
[D’Ambrosio] has struggled with how
much it was worth when it was all said
and done, but you can’t put a price tag
on the experience.”
“I mean,” she said, “I get to go to
graduate school for free. And I’ve made
so many connections with organizations
in Rhode Island and nationwide
regarding my platform. I’ll have those
connections forever.”
D’ Ambrosio too is reaping the
benefits of her experience as Miss Rhode
Island. She is pursuing a master’s degree
in business administration at Salve
Regina University in Newport, RI, the
same school that offered full graduate
tuition offered to Teti.
In addition, D’Ambrosio credits her
multiple speaking engagements as Miss
Rhode Island for the excellent public
speaking skills she now possesses. “I’m
not afraid to get up in front of people,”
she said. Which is a good thing as she
plans to audition for the next American
Idol this month in New York City.
Teti, who will remain in Rhode Island
until at least April, plans to continue
fulfilling her obligations as Miss Rhode
Island while simultaneously looking for
a job and a new apartment. Though she
misses her home state of New Jersey, Teti
said, “I’m so happy here. I’ve done a
lot and I still have six months more. And
I love Rhode Island.”
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Anti-war rally hits close to home for Cheney

Yahoo

Washington police had been prepared to handle 20,000
protestors, but many fewer showed up.
by

Mike Speight ’03
World Staff

Demonstrators in Washing
ton D.C., this past weekend
ended their rallies with a pro
test outside the residence of

Vice President Dick Cheney.
They were in Washington to
protest the meetings of the In
ternational Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, which they ac
cuse of spreading globalism at
the expense of smaller, poorer

nations. The demonstration
outside of Cheney’s house was
to show their opposition to the
war in Iraq. Only a few hun
dred of the approximately 2000
NATIONAL I people were
left for the
NEWS j
protest that
ended a weekend of marches
and other events in Washington.
Although the turn-out for the
demonstrations was much
smaller than in past years, due
mostly to increased security
concerns because of Sept. 11 the
organizers believed the demon
strations were not in vain. “It’s
been a highly successful couple
of days,” remarked David Levy,
an organizer for the Mobiliza
tion for Global Justice.
In addition to opposing war
in Iraq and what they view as
the unfair economic policies of
the IMF and other such organi
zations, the protestors also seek
to increase funding for AIDS re
search worldwide.
Washington police had been
prepared to handle 20,000 pro
testors, but many fewer showed
up. There were plans for the
marchers to disrupt the IMF and
World Bank meetings, but they
never materialized. Police ar
rested 649 people who were
blocking traffic, mostly for mi
nor offences like disobeying
police officers, but several were
found to have smoke bombs and
one had an explosive device.
The proposed war in Iraq has
causes dissention not only in the
United States, but also abroad.
European nations have been
somewhat reluctant to support

a war in which
American interests
would be para
mount. Many of
these countries ques
tion the need for a
war. A senior UN
official remarked
that, “The conse
quences of allowing
the United States to
go in alone are too se
vere.” He added that
some countries feel
they are being “dra
gooned” into a war,
and that the co-op
eration between na
tions opposing Iraq,
which was an impor
tant factor for the
success of the 1991
Gulf War, is being
Yahoo
sacrificed to Ameri
Police arrested 649 people who were
can interests.
blocking traffic, mostly for minor
What could be an
offences like disobeying police officers.
important
breakthrough in relations be
Although ridding Iraq of
tween Iraq and the U.S. was
weapons
of mass destruction is
reached on Monday. An Iraqi
representative stated that his one of President Bush’s key rea
country is willing to abide with sons for a war in Iraq, there has
been more news recently about
the UN Security Council reso
a link between Iraq and Al
lutions regarding weapons in
spections. American leaders Qaeda. While demonstrations
want to go a step further and may draw attention to oppo
inspect Saddam Hussein’s nents of the war, they will likely
presidential palaces as well, not be able to prevent a war if
which is where many believe he credible evidence that Iraq
is storing his chemical, nuclear, poses a threat to the United
and biological weapons. Hans States is found.
Blix, a senior weapons inspec
tor for the UN, stated that Iraq Sources: New York Times,
is showing more co-operation Washington Post
concerning weapons inspections since 1998.

Student-athlete graduation rate on the rise
by Jay Higgins ’03
World Editor

Athlete Graduation Rate

96%
There is good news for stu
2. Valparaiso University (IN)
88%
dent athletes across the nation.
The graduation rate for Division
3. University of Cai-Santa Barbara 83%
I student-athletes has reached
COLLEGE j 60 percent
4. Colgate University (NY)
89%
for the first
ATHLETICS j
time since
5. Mount St Mary's College (MD) 83%
the NCAA began tracking the
figures 18 years ago, according
6 Northwestern University (IL) 90%
to a survey released this past
week.
7. Duke University (NC)
90%
Male athletes are graduating
at a rate of 54 percent, up three
8. St. Joseph's University (PA)
83%
percentage points from a year
ago, while the rate for female
9. Bucknell University (PA)
86%
athletes remained at 69 percent.
The NCAA’s survey covered
10. Davidson College (NC)
88%
on-scholarship athletes who en
tered college in 1995. The sur
29. Providence College (Rl)
80%
vey allows a student athlete six
Yahoo
years to graduate. The gradua
very likely leave many of the 65
A tale of two students: God Shammgod left Providence College early and found no
tion rate among athletes re
teams
in this year’s NCAA col
NBA
glory
while
Shane
Battier
stayed
all
four
years
and
enjoyed
a
NCAA
champion

mained two percentage points
lege basketball tournament out
ship at Duke and a successful rookie year in the pros.
higher than the rate for the gen
in the cold.
eral student population.
Providence College would
Among black male athletes ball players was 51 percent. Acheivement Award for success for football and basketball play
not be one of them. According
in Division I, the graduation rate Football players faired a little in leadership graduation rates. ers ranked high on its list of con
cerns. The Knight Foundation to US News and World Report
was 43 percent, and 60 percent better as the graduation rate for Lehigh’s student-athlete gradu
for black females.
Division 1 athletes went from ation rate of 96 percent for the Commission on Intercollegiate PC ranks number 29 in the na
Only 36 percent of male bas
49 percent to 52 percent this 1996-2000 period is the best Athletics proposed that any tion for student athlete gradua
among all 302 NCAA Division school unable to graduate at tion rates.
ketball players graduated, how
year.
least half of its players be barred
ever, and the rate for black bas
Lehigh University holds the 1 institutions.
Sources: ESPN, U.S. News
Not all schools have the from postseason competition.
ketball players was 28 percent. honor for the USA Todayand World Report
The rate for white male basket- NCAA Foundation Academic same success as Lehigh. Rates That modest standard would
1. Lehigh University (PA)
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The Week
It happened

Tuesday
Greyhound bus driver attacked by passenger

A passenger slashed the throat of a Greyhound bus driver
as the bus traveled down a California freeway, causing
it to careen out of control, authorities said. The driver
survived, but two other people died and dozens were
injured. Officials said the attack was not related to ter
rorism and said motives being examined include drugs
use, alcohol or mental problems. The suspect, Arturo
Tapia Martinez, 27, from the Los Angeles area was
booked into Fresno County Jail on two counts of mur
der and one count of attempted murder. “It happened
very quickly. He immediately stabbed the driver, too
quickly for the passengers to take action on their own,”
a passenger reported. According to the woman, the
driver “struggled, tried to defend himself and lost con
trol of the bus.” Authorities caught Martinez as he tried
to run away.

in

Review

on...

ASK

Wednesday

PC

“Shoe bomber” to plead guilty

The man accused of trying to blow up a trans-Atlantic
flight with explosives hidden in his shoes plans to plead
guilty to all eight charges against him, his lawyer said
Wednesday. Reid, a 28-year-old British citizen, is ac
cused of attempting to kill the 197 passengers and crew
members aboard an American Airlines flight from Paris
to Miami on Dec. 22. He was overpowered by flight at
tendants and passengers, and the flight was diverted to
Boston.
London subway workers go on strike

What issue
should President
Bush focus most
of his
attention to?

Rosie sues Rosie

The publisher of Rosie maga
zine is filing a $100 million
lawsuit against former talk
show host Rosie O’Donnell
for abruptly pulling out of
their business partnership last
month. Gruner & Jahr Print
ing and Pub^shing Co. said
in court papers Tuesday that
O'Donnell's decision to quit
Rosie magazine has or will
cost them “in excess of $100
million dollars in damages.”
O'Donnell’s spokeswoman,
Cindi Berger, said that
O'Donnell will also seek jus
tice from the court. “Rosie
plans on fighting this aggres
sively. Her name and integrity
is at stake,” Berger said. "She
will be countersuing.”

London commuters battled against gridlock traffic on
Wednesday, as striking subway workers brought chaos to
the capital for the second time in a week. Normally quiet
early morning buses were packed to capacity as commut
ers tried to beat the rush hour. Many decided to walk in
stead. The strike — a repeat of last week's 24-hour walk
out — was called to protest a three percent pay increase,
which unions insist is too low.

* Vocabulary.

Kyle Ronan ’06

Weekly Spotlight
Walter H. Annenberg
Why you may have heard of him: Founded TV Guide Magazine and
Seventeen. He became a U.S. embassador to Great Britain. He has donated
millions of dollars to organizations from the United Negro Fund to Harvard
University. He was also considered an art connoisseur who in 1991 donated a
collection of Impressionist and early modern masterpieces valued at $1 billion
to New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art.

“We think that Bush should
attack Iraq until we know
Saddam Hussein cannot hurt our
country anymore.”

How he got started: Annenberg inherited The Philadelphia Inquirer and two
racing publications from his father and went on to build Triangle Publications
into a multibillion-dollar business encompassing newspapers, magazines, and
radio and television stations.

Leland Anderson ’04
Shannon Gadoury ’03

He had money in the bank: Forbes magazine listed him as one of the wealthi
est Americans, ranking him No. 39 in 2002 with an estimated net worth of $4
billion.
Christmas all over again: In 1993, he announced $365 million in gifts in a
single day: $120 million each to University of Pennsylvania and the Univer
sity of Southern California; $100 million to the Peddie School, a prep school
in Hightstown, N.J., that he had attended; and $25 million to Harvard Univer

Yahoo

TV viewers everywhere has
Annenberg to thank for TV Guide

Man in wheelchair climbs world’s highest tower
Canadian paralympian Jeff Adams climbed the
1,776 stairs of the world largest tower in a wheel
chair to show the disabled world some of the big
gest obstacles can be overcome. Adams, a four-time
competitor at the Paralympics, believes stairs are
among the biggest barriers to people in wheel chairs.
“The best part of living is standing up to a barrier,”
Adams told reporters. Adams, 31, is the first perJ son to attempt and complete climbing Toronto's CN
| Tower in a wheelchair. It took some five hours to climb Thursday, moving back
wards in a specially made wheelchair, the inside staircase of the tower that domi
nates the skyline of Canada's most populous city. The challenge was part of his campaign to raise money for a
program run by the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons that addresses some of the challenges
faced by the disabled. Adams started the program after he was asked to leave a restaurant where his wheelchair was
considered a fire hazard. According to his fund-raising group, donations for this event alone topped $63,000.

Andrew Roberts ’05
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Bulgarian student under investigation for
concealing deadly weapons in an airport
by Sarah Long ’04
World Staff

Bulgarian student Nikolay Volodier
Dzhover, 21, faces federal charges af
ter trying to board an 8 a.m. flight on
AIRPORT
Sunday from Atlan
tic City International
airport (N.J.) to
Myrtle Beach, S.C., with a pair of scis
sors and two boxcutter knives.
“The bottom line is that those items
are illegal to have in an airport,” said
Robert Johnson, spokesman for the
Federal Transportation Security Ad
ministration.
Whatever his intentions were, it is
illegal to carry concealed deadly weap
ons onto an airplane, according to a law
passed shortly after Sept. 11.
Judge Robert Kugler of Federal
District Court in Camden, N.J., ordered
Dzhover to be held on $100,000 bond.
Dzhover was initially held on state
charges of illegal possession of a weapons-device. These state charges were
dropped after the FBI pressed charges
on Monday.
Dzhover was stopped at an X-ray
screening after security saw the pair of
scissors on the monitor. Initial reports
said that the scissors were found em
bedded in bar of soap and the two
boxcutter knives were found in a bottle
of lotion. However, the FBI revised
this report, saying the scissors were in

It’s a triumph, I think,
for aviation.
Gary P. Israel
Airport spokesman

a plastic soapbox and the knives were
in a box next to a container of shaving
lotion. Dzhover said that the items were
packaged in this way to protect other
items in the bag. However, a large red
sign positioned prominently says, “Any
object that can be construed as a weapon
of any sort will be confiscated.”
Dzhover had obtained a visa through
a four-month work program. He was
employed at Wawa convenience store in
North Wildwood, N.J. He claims that
he was visiting his godmother’s daugh
ters before returning to Bulgaria. Au
thorities do not yet have any evidence
to doubt this statement.
Officials see the arrest as a sign of
successful security improvements. “It’s
a triumph, I think, for aviation,” says air
port spokesman Gary P. Israel. “The fact
is, these items were found and the indi
vidual never had the opportunity to
board the aircraft.”

Sources: Boston Herald. ABC News

Yahoo

Dzhover has his charges read as a judge watches on.
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Freshmen,
We introduce

www.thecowl.com
ou win when you register:
Register online (it's free!) by Oct. 7
and be entered for prizes:
Five 3rd

prizes:

-One Cowl t-shirt
Three 2nd prizes :

-A one-year print subscription sent home to the
folks (if you're willing to risk that)
-One Cowl t-shirt
One

grand

prize:

-A pair of season tickets to all home men's
basketball games
-A one-year print subscription sent home to the
folks
Cowl t-shirt

the hits keep comin'
You'll have access to our free features:
-Weekly e-mail edition
-E-mail updates with the latest news
-Online polls
-Photo slideshows
-PC sports recaps on the night of the game
-Submit letters to the editor online
-Updated letters to the editor throughout
the week
-Back issues
-Search current and back issues
-Campus calendar
-PC internet links that you can use
-News and weather links

www.thecowl.com
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A philosophical inquiry
into the nature and ethics
of Smoking Zones
by John McHugh ’03
Commentary Staff

This anti-smoking thing has gone too
far. Every time I tum on the TV, I see a
bunch of self-righteous punks dumping
body bags on
GM
the sidewalk in
CAMPUS front of Phillip
Morris or
hassling the owners of convenience
stores. For what reason? To make life
difficult for the Average Joe security
guard who works the front desk of an
office building? Or maybe they just want
to ruin the business of some guy who is
just trying to run his own store. Sure,
the CEO’s of Big Tobacco may be evil,
greedy men that are partially responsible
for a country-wide health epidemic, but
are they the only powerful people in the
country that have a negative impact on
it? Why aren’t the Tobacco Twelve
Monkeys on the footsteps of other
corporate buildings?
But already, I digress.
As of last Monday (Sept. 30),
smokers on the Providence College
campus will only be allowed to smoke
in designated outdoor areas (smoking in
the dorms has already been banned).
What are we to make of this new
regulation? Let us first look at the
guidelines that underlie the creation of a
restriction like this.

Modem Western society functions in
accord with an unwritten rule that I like
to call the “Law of As-Long-As-TheyAren’t-Bothering-and/or-Harming-Meor-Anybody-Else.” Whether they
actually reflect upon it or not, almost
every free-thinking American associates
this rule with the very foundation of
democracy. It applies to a wide array of
issues that involve topics that are as

PETE TAVIS '05/ THE COWL

Enjoying an illicit smoke on the steps of Aquinas are, from left, Mike
Whooley ’05, John Switzer ’05, John DiCerbo ’05, and Dave Harasburg ’05.

We have just as little right to
create tiny leper colonies for
smokers as we do for those who
have offensive body odor.
vastly different as Gay Rights and
Freedom of Speech. Test out my theory
sometime. Ask your average American
what he or she thinks about controversial
behavior X and he or she will almost
assuredly qualify his or her initial
response with “as long as they’re not
bothering or hurting anybody else.”
The issue of public tobacco smoking
provides us with a perfect example of
this trend. At first it was all right to
smoke anywhere. Planes, elevators,
restaurants—you name it. No one knew
that tobacco smoke was harmful to
smokers, let alone to those inhaling
smoke second-hand. Then the dangers

of second-hand smoke became common
knowledge, and because of this, smoking
was banned in most confined areas.
Here, an individual behavior was
publicly restricted because it turned out
to be harming innocent bystanders.
But somewhere along the line, selfrighteousness has led us astray. Since
our “Law of As-Long-As” has to do with
both “harming” and “bothering” other
people, let us see if PC’s new smoking
rule is founded in A) the fact that second
hand smoke is dangerous to the health
of others, and/or B) the fact that second
hand smoke is overly offensive to others.
First, let us consider possible health
issues. Is second-hand smoke really
dangerous outdoors? When you walk by
a group of smokers, do you think that
you have been harmed in any way? Sure,
waitresses who work in crowded smoky

bars every day or young babies in smokefilled restaurants may be at legitimate
risk, but I have a hard time believing that
the lungs of non-smokers standing
outdoors are at a significantly greater risk
if they are around people smoking
cigarettes.
That leaves us with the issue of
offensiveness. This is where things start
to get a little gray. Smoking has been
banned in many restaurants because it
can ruin people’s meals. Fine. That
makes sense. But what happens if I am
stuck walking to class behind a smoker
and really do not like the smell of
cigarette smoke? Do I have the right to
ask that person to put out his or her butt?
Should society, or in this case, the school,
limit that smoker’s right to smoke
outside because of the fact that some of
CARDIAC ARRESTED/Page 13

Gore makes the play for “reelection” in Calif.
by Mike Raia ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor

Two years ago, polls showed
Democratic presidential candidate Al
Gore and Republican candidate George
W. Bush in a
NATIONAL virtual deadlock
POLITICS with the election
a mere six weeks
away. This past week, we saw Al Gore
unofficially declare his candidacy for
President—only two years after losing
an election in which he won a majority
of the popular vote. When Mr. Gore took
the stage in San Francisco last Monday,
he put himself back on the national scene
and into a possible run-off with other
Democratic notables—specifically
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle

Al Gore, in recent weeks,
has hinted at his plans to do
exactly what most of America
thought he would do as soon as
he conceded to President Bush run for “reelection.”
(S.D.) and House Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt (MO.). While Gore is the most
recognized Democrat, he must show
voters he can differentiate himself from
President Bush. Last Monday afternoon,
he showed the American public he can
do just that.
In 1991, then-Senator Gore (Tenn.)
crossed the partisan line, along with only
seven other Democrats, and supported
President George H.W. Bush’s
proposition for action against Iraq.
However, last Monday, Gore hopped the
fence few other potential Democratic
presidential candidates have leapt and
criticized President George W. Bush’s

handlings in Iraq. In addition, Gore put
his former opponent on the hot seat when
he echoed what many Americans have
been thinking for some time—that
President Bush is using Iraq as a political
tool. Gore explicitly cited this worry in
his speech in California: “[In] 1991
President George H.W. Bush purposely
waited until after the [1990] mid-term
elections ... President George W. Bush,
by contrast, is pushing for a
[Congressional] vote immediately before
the election,” Gore said in California.
While many Republican cohorts have
accused Gore of simply playing politics
at the president’s expense, to the majority
of the country who elected Gore
(remember the fiasco in Florida—which,
by the way, still can’t find a way to let
those senior citizens get to their earlybird
dinners without demanding a recount),
it is a sign of true leadership in the
Democratic Party.
There are currently five other serious
contenders for the Democratic
presidential nod. Of those five, only one,
Sen. John F. Kerry (Mass.), has spoken
out against an immediate war with Iraq.
The other possible candidates, playing
pawn to the president’s obese approval
ratings, are hurting their own campaigns.
By adamantly supporting the president’s
agenda in Iraq (as well as his
unwillingness to keep Afghanistan in a
stable state of affairs), these men are
taking attention away from issues which
voters are more wary of, specifically the
economy.
The economy must tum around. A
recent ABC/Washington Post poll shows
that a small majority (51 %) of Americans
believe the nation’s economy is its
biggest problem. At the same time, 47%
feel the “War on Terrorism” is
government’s most pressing issue.

AP PHOTO

The many faces of Al: another way
ex-Vice President Al Gore has
signaled his intent to run for the
Democratic nomination is by
shaving his post-2000 election beard.
Gore’s speech last week falls right into
these polls (which were not released until
six days after his speech).
Having served the office of vicepresident for eight years under President
Bill Clinton, Gore saw unprecedented
highs in the economy. Gore knows the
importance of a healthy economy: more
people hold jobs with a strong market,
which keeps people off welfare and out
of unemployment lines, which (along
with other variables) leads to less deficit
spending, and, thus, an even stronger
economy. (Much can be said of the
disaster of Bush’s tax cut, but I have a
word limit which won’t allow in depth
coverage of that debauchery.) While
Gore recognizes this problem, he is
steadfast in his support for the war
against terrorism - but not against Iraq.
He told the Commonwealth Club of
San Francisco, “I don’t think we should
allow anything to diminish our focus on
the necessity for avenging the 3,000
Americans who were murdered.” Gore

is currently in a rare situation: one in
which he shares the opinions of retired
four-star generals (rarely supporters of
the “liberal Democrats”) who warned
President Bush that immediate military
action against Saddam Hussein will
detract from the war against terrorism.
Al Gore, in recent weeks, has hinted
at his plans to do exactly what most of
America thought he would do as soon
as he conceded to President Bush—run
for “reelection.” He has put himself back
on the national scene two years before
the next presidential election. No one is
certain Gore will run in 2004, but last
Monday he made his case as the leader
of the Democratic Party when he said,
“Great nations persevere and then
prevail. They do not jump from one
unfinished task to another.” The election
of 2000 is an unfinished task. Gore’s
“reelection” campaign is the best bet for
Democrats to take back Pennsylvania
Avenue.
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Tangents and Tirades
Apparently last week’s Tangent-Zess issue left some of
you feeling empty inside. Fill up on this week’s
food-themed array of tasty Commentary morsels.
Where’s the beef? Lunch at Ray this year is a great improvement over last year
because of John McHugh’s optional hot dog. However, dinner has no such alternative
if the main course does not fit our liking. College is not for picky eaters, but when
I walk through the lines and can’t decipher whether something is meat, vegetable
or a combination of both, I quickly look for a pinch hitter. Last year I relied on the
pizza, even though the cheese rarely stretched halfway to the outer crust, but this
year I’m rarely satisfied by the specialty pizzas and crave the burger, much like the
one I engulfed during lunch. Please — for my sake, and the sake of other nonadventurous eaters, let me have that optional grilled special at dinner, too.
—Mike Raia ’05
Optional Hot Dog, Part Deux
I am completely aware of the campus-wide
frenzy that was caused by my piece on the “Optional Hot Dog” (see the “Welcome
Back” pull-out from a few weeks ago). With that in mind, I will further my discussion
on Raymond Cafeteria pork products (far be it from me to abandon a winning
formula). Let us begin Part Two of our two-part discussion by looking into why
every pork product that is served at Ray must be awash in a cloudy translucent
liquid (I originally wanted to add “viscous” to this description but I have not been
able to run the appropriate tests for thickness on the liquid in question). What is
that foggy water that the ham just has to be soaking in before it is served? Does wet
swine equal tasty swine? To be honest, I have no idea. I only have the suggestion
that, in the name of conserving resources, that this mystery fluid be saved and
packaged on each table in the cafeteria so that it may be used as a condiment. Only
then will we know the true contribution that the sweet solution makes to favorite
pig-based meals. —John McHugh ’03

Hungry for variety Has anyone else felt a bit limited lately? With the usual lack
of funds, the only dining options are Ray and Slavin. Talk about lacking variety.
Which leads one to wonder...why can’t PC Cards be used at off-campus places?
Not that Friar Bucks should be able to be used at the Cheesecake Factory or anything,
but the ability to use the cards for the occasional Cup O’ Joe’s trip would be excellent.
Many other schools have this option presented to the students, and Providence
College could almost definitely reach agreements with many of the local area
merchants for undergraduates to be able to use their cards in lieu of cash. This is a
topic that definitely needs more consideration. —Caitlin Ford ’05
Are you a people person? Has anyone else been a bit amused by the newest
workshop aimed at student leaders, entitled “The Art of Mingling”? It seems to me
that considering the amount of actual legislation Student Congress passed last year
compared to the number of social efforts they have put forth that “mingling” is not
really an issue for PC’s student leaders. Perhaps a more apropos workshop would
be “The Art of Effectiveness” or “The Art of Dealing with Real Issues” (not including
JRW). —Stephanie Pietros ’04
It’s a funny squeaky sound Is there an insistent ringing in your ears, or is it just
me? The cell phone thing has gotten totally out of hand this year. Now, even the
most unlikely suspects have cell phones ... even those who swore they’d never
break down. I don’t have a problem with the things themselves—but people,
PLEASE—turn the things off for class. Is there anything more annoying? It hap
pens at least once a day, invariably with a really cool ring, too—like the Indiana
Jones theme song, or Beethoven’s Ninth. Vibrator is a good option, but you have to
wonder what the professor is thinking. Then there was the professor whose own
phone went off in one of my classes—that was the point at which I knew the cell
phone craze was out of control. —Erin Simmeth ’03

Nine dollars and 42 cents — that’s how much I have spent on dry-erase markers
this year.- Nine dollars and 42 cents bought me eight markers total, all in addition to
the one marker that came with the board. Nine dollars and 42 cents is what I am
demanding for from the residents of Aquinas Hall because all of my markers have
been stolen. From blue, to black, to red, to green, I replaced the markers each time,
and each time they mysteriously disappeared from their little holding slot. I tried
taping them to the door—no luck. I tried writing a little note that said, “Please
don’t take me” with an arrow pointing to the marker. Still no good. And as I walk
down the hallways of my building, I realize this is a campus-wide issue. Everyone
seems to be missing a marker. So will the phantom marker stealer please stop
stealing everyone’s markers and return them? I don’t think I can make another trip
to Staples. —Dave Quinn ’04, A&E Editor
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Letter to the Editor
Smoking may be restricted,
but tobacco still pays the bills at PC
Being a crusty old man who rests his
derriere on a bench in front of Slavin
and watches the parade of young people
go by, and having served our great
country as an army rifleman during both
World War II and the Korean War, I take
umbrage that smoking is restricted at
various venues throughout the U.S.
Therefore, I agree with the “Smoking
Zones an Inexplicable Violation of
Smoker’s Rights” editorial in last
week’s Cowl.
Many soldiers in my own units were
smokers, including myself who has
been smoking for 65 years and still
walking on top of the ground. We were
constantly smoking (not in darkness, as
the glare of our cigarettes would give
away our positions), while annihilating
the enemies of the U.S. in combat (1
don’t lose any sleep because of my
experiences in combat). We did this,
not only for the U.S., but so that
everyone would enjoy freedom
throughout the world.
I wish to make it personally clear
that I smoke in non-restricted areas, and
will continue to do so in the future, even
though “Waterfire” in downtown
Providence creates smoke at times that
would gag a maggot and is displayed
on public property.
I firmly believe that PC is using a
double standard by imposing smoking
restrictions, which began on Sept. 30.
My rationale is that the College has
accepted federal vouchers in the past.
This includes the G.I. Bill of Rights,
also called the Serviceman’s
Readjustment Act in 1944. This applied
to veterans of WWII, Korean War, and
the Vietnam War. I wish to remind the
PC administration that part of this

voucher money is defrayed by tobacco
taxes. This also includes money form
Federal Pell Grants, which are
supported in part by tobacco takes.
By the way, there are students today
as you read my letter who go to college
(PC) on the U.S. Army’s money to get
a degree while taking four years of
reserve officer training, then re-enter
active duty as a lieutenant. Their
education is subsidized by the army, as
this is another case of vouchers. Note
should be made that Providence College
has ROTC on campus and accepts army
tuition money for its ROTC cadets.
This is also being supported by tobacco
taxes. Kudos to the ROTC cadets for
taking advantage of this opportunity to
serve their country.
I sincerely hope that PC will receive
federal funding for the new arts center;
which will be paid for in part by tobacco
taxes.
In closing, I wish to mention that if
President George W. Bush and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair have their
way and we go to war with Iraq, against
which I am opposed (but will support
our military if committed) that there
will be a cornucopia of smoke inflicted
on both combatants and civilians. Will
the people who are imposing and
enforcing the Sept. 30 cigarette
restrictions have compassion for these
combatants and civilians by enforcing
Sept. 30? Who will experience this
smoke if war occurs?
Please, let’s stop the killing and find
another alternative to remove Saddam
Hussein. Watch your back, as terrorism
is still with us. God bless (under God)
America.
Russell P. Demoe ’73

Cowl Letters Policy

Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.

The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the

Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per
year by mail. Student subscription is
included in tuition fee. Correspondence
can be mailed directly to : The Cowl,
Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.
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More Letters...
Sept. 11 memorial not a Christian service
I must say that the Sept. 19 article by
Peter Weathers belittling the College for
its remembrance services made me a bit
angry. I can understand Mr. Weathers’
remarks about how the College failed to
address the meaning and importance of
healing and remembering in their
ceremonies. But he is way off the mark
when he calls the services hypocritical
for not mentioning forgiveness or other
Christian teachings.
One must
remember that the memorial service and
candlelight vigil were indeed secular
ceremonies. Just because the College is
affiliated with the Catholic Church,

doesn’t mean it has to preach Christian
values at every gathering. If people want
to hear a Christian message, they can
come to the church services on Sunday.
It is not right to expect everyone who
comes to Mass ceremonies (such as the
candlelight vigil) to share the same
beliefs; therefore, it is not right to preach
Christian teachings to such an audience.
Mr. Weathers speaks as if everyone on
campus is as devout as he is, and he
assumes that the college thinks this as
well. He is, unfortunately, wrong on both
assumptions.
David Behm ’05

Guest commentary on Sept. 11 forgiven
I was disappointed and outraged
when I read the commentary written
about the Sept. 11 Memorial. I know
that to many people on this campus and
myself it was an important event that
helped ease the pain of the one-year
anniversary. I understand that every one
is entitled to freedom of speech, but that
was ridiculous how not one good thing
was taken out of the event. I happen to
know that the people who put it together
were deeply affected by Sept. 11 and that
it was their way of giving back to the

lives lost on that day. We are a religious
community and granted, there was not a
lot of emphasis on forgiving, but it was
a day of grievance for many in the
Providence College community. Maybe
the author of this article was not standing
next to those people who were crying
throughout the ceremony and being held
by their friends. I will offer a hand of
forgiveness at this time to the author who
was completely insensitive to those who
only had this memorial service to get
through the day.
Janel Gennari ’03

Number Two...
for good reason

considerably higher than Villanova, the
“financial resources” ranking was
drastically lower. Curiously the
“financial resources” ranking was not
mentioned; that is the ranking that is
based on expenditures per student.
While Villanova ranked 13th, PC lagged
far behind in 64th place. Perhaps this
has to do with the fact that our campus
Internet access must be the slowest on
the East Coast, and the fact that students
are charged day school prices for night
classes while ordinary citizens taking the
same classes pay far less. The list goes
on... So while the administration pats
itself on the back for another successful
year in the rankings, keep in mind things
are not always as they seem.
Mathew Hargrave ’03

A few notes on the recent article
overflowing with pride at the latest
rankings issued by U.S. News and World
Report. While it may not be such a
substantial part of the ranking criteria,
one must examine why PC’s retention
rate is so high. I submit that this is due
in part to the fact that it is nearly
impossible to transfer Civ credits to other
schools. I have known many students
who seek to transfer only later to give
up because too many credits would be
lost. Also, it is not hard to see which
category hurt PC in these rankings.
While alumni giving rate was

Cardiac
Arrested:
Smoking Zones don’t stand
up to logical exploration
continued from page 11
us think that it smells yucky? How
about we make the example a little bit
more outlandish (and a lot more
offensive). What if I am walking back

from Slavin behind some big, sweaty,
hairy dude who just got back from the
gym? There will surely be offensive
odors emanating from this individual. So
should the school require that this
“offensive” person shower before he
enters the public domain? What if he
breaks wind? Should we outlaw farting
in public too?
You can see where I am going with
this. The bottom line is that the new
campus smoking regulations are
completely absurd. It is specious at best
to say that outdoor, transient (people

usually smoke while they walk) second
hand smoke is dangerous to anyone but
the smoker. The fact that it may be
offensive to some is irrelevant. Being
this concerned with things that may be
distasteful to us is no way to live. We
have just as little right to create tiny leper
colonies for smokers as we do for those
who have offensive body odor. People
are generally offensive creatures.
Sometimes they will annoy you. Deal
with it.

Give Greens a chance in local elections
.

by Erin Simmeth ’03
Commentary Editor

With Greg Gerritt running for mayor, and Gregg
Stevens in the race for Lieutenant Governor, Green
politics in Rhode Island are attracting attention this
election season. While
many people remain
P RO VID E N C E skeptical of the Greens, the
POLITICS time has come for people
to take the Green Party
seriously as an alternative to the political status quo.
Greg Gerritt is a familiar face to many on the PC
campus as well as downtown. In his characteristic
flannel shirt, and always on foot, Gerritt lives the Green
Party philosophy in his daily life. He is, as Gregg
Stevens puts it, “the least hypocritical person I know.”
Stevens is just as passionate about the issues, in
particular the realities of environmental degradation
which he has studied first-hand as a marine biologist
and biology teacher.

With charismatic, impassioned leaders, and
a city ready for change, now is the time for
the Green Party to catch on in Providence.

ERIN SIMMETH ’03/THE COWL

Lisa Viau ’03 shares a laugh with Green Party
candidate for mayor Greg Gerritt, on whose
campaign she is a volunteer.

might be ready for a real change in politics?
The Green Party may be idealistic, but in order for
change to take place, some new ideas are needed. For
example, Gerritt’s suggestions for building affordable
housing using recycled materials is often met with
These candidates are completely unconventional, disbelief. The image of houses made of tires may seem
not only in their personas, but also in their politics. outlandish—but we need innovation in order to
The Green Party is different — and unfortunately, many progress. Greens are not afraid to look for nonpeople are afraid to try something different, particularly traditional solutions to basic problems, including
where money and politics are involved. Rhode Island housing, energy, and transportation. One idea which
is a staunchly Democratic state, and Providence is often Stevens has discussed is the possibility of building a
referred to as a “one-party town.” And what a party it light rail system between Westerly and Providence, R.I.,
was under Buddy! That era is clearly over now, as the to cut down on commuter traffic. Anyone who has
likely attendant victory of progressive Democratic experienced rush hour on 1-95 going in out of
candidate David Cicilline shows. But if a reformer Providence knows that this service could vastly
such as Cicilline can attract so much support, isn’t it
possible that Providence and Rhode Island in general including their mental health, physical safety, and air

quality. However, none of the other candidates are even
mentioning the traffic problem.
Another issue which differentiates Gerritt and the
Greens from traditional party candidates is their stance
on the living wage initiative. For those of you who
don’t know, this is a proposal to raise the city-wide
minimum wage to about 12 dollars per hour, in order
that working people can pay their ever-climbing rents
without working around the clock. At a debate between
mayoral candidates on living wage which took place a
few weeks ago, the candidates’ responses revealed party
lines. Republican Dave Talan shot down the idea with
a terse “we can’t afford it.” Cicilline, the good
Democrat, seemed genuinely torn (especially speaking
at a debate hosted by the labor groups which are a major
part of his support), but said that he simply could not
promise being able to afford it. Gerritt, on the other
hand, confidently announced that the introduction of a
living wage would only cost Providence “about one or
two million dollars.”
Now, even I had to question Gerritt’s assertion.
However, Gerritt went on to explain pragmatically that
if more people were able to pay their rents, fewer state
dollars would need to be spent on housing and
assistance, making the living wage a potentially viable
option. In addition, Gerritt made a bold offer to take a
personal fifty-percent wage cut (on a $100,000 salary)
if elected — in true Green spirit.
With charismatic, impassioned leaders, and a city
ready for change, now is the time for the Green Party
to really catch on in Providence. Gerritt and Stevens
are working hard to become familiar to their
communities, and to prepare them for the wholistic
message of the Green Party, which still seems so alien
to our competitive, consumer-driven culture. They face
the dual challenges, of course, of having excessively
limited funds for their campaigns, as well as a large
part of the community which is resistant to the thought
of something truly different in the State House. Just
imagine what could be, though, if Providence gave the
Greens a chance this season.
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Christianity not guilty for ancient city’s ruin
by Juliette Paul ’05
Commentary Staff

Christianity always gets a bad rap. The secular
world seems to enjoy blaming Christianity as a brutish
cause for the decline of the great ages of classical an
tiquity. As divers are pull
ANCIENT ing Cleopatra’s Egyptiana
HISTORY out of the water, inaccu
rate anti-Christian sentiments are arising with it.
A recent article in the Chicago Tribune publicized
the finding of three ancient cities in Aboukir Bay off
the coast of Egypt by Alexandria. The article intermit
tently gives spurts of ancient history in which bishops
are said to have stirred “angry mobs” of Christians to
riots in which, “driving out the priests and priestesses,
the rioters smashed the pagan icons—great sculptural
works of art accumulated for centuries—and soldiers
hauled away the building stone by stone.” Christian
convents and churches descended on the temples of
Isis, and ... the paragraph ends. That is all the article
states until it reiterates the same three sentence idea
again in a later paragraph. The mysterious submer
gence of these ancient pagan cities into the Aboukir
Bay probably has more to do with the vengeance of
God than Christian rioters. Christianity may not be
blamed for the falling of civilizations.
In the last four years, Franck Goddio, the leader of
the expedition, and his divers, have discovered the leg
endary sunken cities, Herakleion and Canopus, and are
on the brinks of finding a third, Menouthis. In Greek,
Roman, and early Christian texts, the sunken cities are
recorded as the luxurious and promiscuous pleasure
resorts of the ancient world. Cleopatra VII and the
Roman General Mark Antony took amorous holidays
there during Dionysian festivals in the city of Cano
pus. The poet Propertius publicly vilified Cleopatra as
"that whore Queen of Canopus, [the] city of vice.”
Strabo, a Greek geographer who witnessed the behav
ior of the inhabitants of Canopus, wrote: “Shameless
ness. Every day and every night is crowded with people
on the boats who play the flute and dance without re
straint and with extreme licentiousness, both men and
women.” A surviving mosaic depicts the wild Canopic

warning. I will not deny that it is strange and suspi
cious enough that the licentious, pagan, pleasure re
sorts of ancient times fell into their bays. During a
time when Christianity was overtaking the pagan world,
it would have been easy to blame falling cities on the
Christian God. Yet, the possibility that an earthquake
sank Herakleion into its Egyptian bay is a more likely
story than one involving Christian mobs.

The mysterious submergence of these
ancient pagan cities into the Aboukir Bay
probably has more to do with the vengeance
of God than Christian rioters.

Frank Goddio Project

This bust depicting a Hellenistic god is one of the
treasures pulled out of the Aboukir Bay on the
coast of Egypt by Franck Goddio and his divers.
lifestyle of people partying on barges, while couples
lie spidery beneath ivy-covered arches.
The eeriest part of the legend is that the cities have
been found completely as they were, frozen at the
moments they perished. “It’s very strange,” Goddio
said while anchored over the ruins of Herakleion. “The
entire city is down there intact. We have it all, the
streets, the old river course, canals, docks, temples and
houses.” Gold coins and jewelry are still strewn in the
city streets, indicating that the cities sunk without fore

enough, in between Christian-bashing, the
article notes “Arab armies marched peacefully into
Alexandria, and the Islamic era began. Roughly 100
years later, Canopus and Menouthis sank mysteriously
into the bay.” Apparently, it was lucky for Canopus
and Menouthis that Christian rioters weren’t allowed
close enough to the peaceful state of Muslim-inhab
ited Alexandria. It seems they were two of the three
cities fortunate enough to have mysteriously fallen into
the water rather than be ravaged and drowned by signs
of the first Christian church, as in Herakleion.
It is incredible to hear archeologists rant and rave
over the gift they are going to give the universe by
bringing up a new sculpture of Aphrodite from its wa
tery tomb in the Aboukir Bay. The “sensuous artistry”
of the pagan goddess stunned her excavators into ap
plause, one of whom valiantly promised, “It is so beau
tiful, it must have been ordered by a king. She isn’t
known yet to the rest of the world, but she will be.”
This is very seriously the wonderful discovery of a
beautiful piece of ancient art. Yet, I can’t help remem
bering some years ago, looking on horrified at a cer
tain piece of art displayed as a practice of the freedom
of speech. The sculpture was of the Virgin Mary with
a lead pipe gutted through her womb. This is hardly
fair to Christianity. No one writes articles intermit
tently complaining about things like that.

Violence and nudity better than censorship
by

Lauren Quinterno ’03
Commentary Staff

What would a medieval sword fight
be without the clatter of metal— and
bone, for that matter? Imagine the Man
in Black or Inigo
IN THE Montoya of The
ARTS Princess Bride
exchanging their
outdated weapons in favor of the sword’s
futuristic counterpart—the light saber.
Inconceivable! as Vizzini would say, and
a little anachronistic, too. The
unauthorized editing of movies for the
creation of more palatable scenes poses
the most recent menace in the pursuit of
artistic freedom.
Families can now purchase R-rated
films and then pass them along to
companies that edit out violence,
profanity, and sex. Clean Flicks, with
76 locations in 18 states, prides itself on
the purgation of murders and sex from
films without altering the storyline. For
computer-savvy consumers, there is
Movie Mask, do-it-yourself software
that allows films to be tweaked to
individual levels of acceptability.

Aren’t there plenty of
movies made each year that
appeal to both children and
adults, without needing any
additional editing?
Parents like John Restroms, of Salt
Lake City, Utah, are pleased with Clean
Flicks. “It’s something we can sit down
and enjoy together as a family,” he said
of his whitewashed copy of The Matrix.
What a bizarre pattern of thinking for
a family man! He speaks as though
quality entertainment for all ages—
adventure stories, Disney Classics, and
animated films no longer line the shelves

of video stores. Aren’t there plenty of
movies made each year that appeal to
both children and adults, without
needing any additional editing?
Certainly Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone and Spy Kids are proof
that such movies are indeed box-office
hits.
Neutralized movies are, in and of
themsel ves, quite paradoxical. Complex
relationships and themes, convoluted
plots and innuendoes exist even after
editing—messages that young viewers
cannot fully grasp anyway. Not to
mention that most R-rated films are dark
and frightening throughout, so it’s
unlikely that editing a few scenes would
change a youngster’s overall impression
of a film. Think about Vanilla Sky or
Minority Report—movies that even
adults have difficulty interpreting.
The Motion Picture Association of
America instituted the rating system in
1968 to assist parents in making guided
choices regarding their families’
entertainment needs. It has been a
credible classification system indicating
which films are best for adults, and
which are best for sharing wholesome
family time. An “R” rating, for restricted
audiences, is reserved for those movies
that contain mature scenes of violence
and intimacy. Such scenes can be pivotal
to the storyline and are perfectly
acceptable for older viewers who know
the distinction between reality and
fantasy—which is why The Matrix was
never marketed to grade-schoolers.
The ire of filmmakers is
understandable—sixteen directors have
filed lawsuits—given the threat to the
integrity of their work. Any addition or
deletion to a film, regardless of how
minor, can significantly undermine the
intentions of the writers and directors.
It’s like putting a frown on the Mona
Lisa.
Recall Titanic’s single nude scene, in

One editor exchanged light sabers for swords in this fight scene
from the classic fantasy film, A Princess Bride.
which Rose, played by Kate Winslet,
poses for a sketch artist, Jack, played by
Leonardo DeCaprio. The significance
of the scene is best understood in the
film’s historical context—a young
woman, engaged to be married, reacts
against the Victorian conventions by
which her generation was invariably
shaped. When editors place a corset on
Rose, her behavior becomes benign
rather than radical, and the scene’s
purpose is weakened.
While Clean Flicks and Movie Mask
consider themselves services to families,
they are doing a disservice to directors.
“We labor over every word or image in
a movie,” says Curtis Hanson, who
directed LA. Confidential. “For someone
to come along and change those elements
and market it with our names still on it

is not only fraud, but artistic rape.”
Creativity is driven by artistic
freedom. Historically, artists have
broken down social barriers by creating
controversial art. Today’s artists,
including filmmakers, are protected by
the freedom of speech, making the
unauthorized editing of films an
infringement on their expression and
creativity. Unaltered films can exist
alongside a morally conscious society,
provided that they are viewed by the
appropriate age group and with
discretion from parents. Those disturbed
by the content of a movie should either
not watch it, or be more sensitive to the
needs of the family before sending
movies away for purification. So save
the light sabers for Star Wars.
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"Tonight, tonight, West Side Story
flopped tonight ”
A painful walk..., page 19
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Lady
Fatima
A Providence teen
cranks the volume up to ten, raising
funds and urging you to get involved
strip-mined after the Taliban banned
female education in 1998. As students
of East Providence’s all-girls Lincoln
School, Mie and her friends empathized
with the plight of the Afghanistan!
students and felt compelled to help.
They started small, holding a couple of
bake sales to raise money for school
supplies, which were then sent to U.S.
officials in Afghanistan and distributed
to the Fatima Balkhi students.
Spurred on by the success of their first
endeavor, Mie and her friends began to
think bigger.
“We decided to expand on the project
and see if we could host something more
fun, and get people from all the different
local schools, and even college kids, to
support the cause. So we came up with
the idea of having a battle of the bands.”
The first step was finding a venue that
would be receptive to the idea of a
benefit concert run by and for 15- and
16- year olds.
Enter AS220, the Empire Street
performance space whose mission
statement stands as a commitment to
“providing a local forum and home to
the arts,” a home “available to all artists
who need a place to exhibit, perform, or
create their original artwork.” Mie
contacted Shawn Wallace, managing
director of AS220, and was welcomed
with open arms.
by Dan Devine ’04
“[AS220] gives you a really good
Asst. A&E Editor
opportunity to get heard when you’re
Meet Mie Fujimoto. She’s not a rock only in high school, to meet new people
‘n’ roll singer. She’s also not a or have your band play or anything like
noteworthy Hollywood actress, a that,” she said, citing their Youth Poetry
scandalous television personality, or a Slams, art gallery exhibitions, and local
Broadway starlet. act dominated rock shows as major
AS220 I So why the heck are reasons for her interest in the venue.
Now armed with a place and a date BENEFIT! we writing about
Saturday,
Sept. 28 - all that was left was
her? Because she’s
a high school sophomore that had a really to nail down the artillery. So Mie went
good idea and the ambition to see it out and found six local bands passionate
brought to fruition, and something that enough about the cause (and hungry
rare and beautiful merits some attention. enough for a good show) to participate
“Last year, a friend of mine found an in the battle of the bands. A major
article in the newspaper about an all-girls concern was booking a wide cross
school in Afghanistan that was shut down section of acts, figuring a greater variety
by the Taliban. They lost all their money, would give people more options and
all their supplies, everything was ruined,” perhaps draw more interest.
“I was trying to get a more diverse
Fujimoto explains.
The school Mie and her friends read lineup, have different kinds of people,
about was the Fatima Balkhi School of different kinds of bands, different kinds
Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan, just one of of music, so not everything is punk,” she
many all-girls institutions shut down and said.

We’re the kids in America-. Last
Saturday at AS220, high school
sophomore Mie Fujimoto (above)
held a “battle of the bands” benefit
show featuring six local acts,
including Upset Broke (singer/
guitarist Chris, far left) and Blue
Midnight Special (guitarist Andy
Lonardo, at right). Proceeds from
the concert will go to the Fatima
Balkhi School in Afghanistan.
PETE TAVIS '05/The Cowl

The diversity was evident from
moment the first act of the day took the
stage at a little after 1 p.m.
The Lucy Little Band kicked things
off with an energetic collection of
rockabilly-influenced jams dirty and
earnest enough to start a soul swivel
mosh pit within minutes of their first
song (who knew that kids in Operation
Ivy t-shirts, Clash patches, and ironic
studded belts could shake it like that?).
At their best, they sounded like a
collision between the Stray Cats and
early Promise Ring, highlighted by the
nimble guitar work of singer Brian

With everything that’s going on
in the world, I thought it would
be a good thing just to help
someone else out... I thought it
would be nice to help the kids,
the younger ones who just want
to be able to get an education.
Mie Fujimoto
Durkin. They got the crowd involved
early (always crucial, since shows like
this sometimes have a tendency to drag),
and did an admirable job of setting the
table for the rest of the afternoon.
Next up was Blue Midnight Special,
hands down my favorite group of the
day. These four guys couldn’t have had
an aggregate age of much more than 60,
but they were among the smoothest
operators I’ve ever seen on a stage. The
highlight of their set was a blazing cover
of the legendary Herbie Hancock’s
“Watermelon Man,” on which all four

members got to shred on their own solos.
While they all showed sizable chops,
nothing beats a good drum solo, and Will
Sibilia’s effortless, even-tempered
beatdown stood out in my mind as my
second favorite moment of the day.
Why second best, you ask? Because
they were followed by Coming of Age,
whose awesome cover of the Aerosmith
classic “Dream On” won more cool
points with me than anything else
possibly could have. If there’s one
budding rock star in the Providence
scene, it’s Coming of Age singer Adam
Corsair (just check that name, dude),
who leads his emo-meets-Pearl fam
troops with the sure-handed efficiency
of young Axl and bears a passing
resemblance to late Blind Melon singer
Shannon Hoon. “I want to see your
lighters in the air! Come on, get them
up!” exclaimed Corsair at the start of
“Dream On.” He then went on to give
me “big ups” when I threw mine up.
Brilliant.
Faced with the unenviable task of
following that spectacle was Brown
University student Neel Shah, who
treated the crowd to his brand of jammy
acoustic folk, winning the favor of most
of the females in the audience. He
sounded really tight, and the atmospheric
sound he got from his effects pedals was
pretty cool, but the set just didn’t really
click with me. To be fair, though, Neel
probably could have played the greatest
set in the history of music and I would
have still been glassy-eyed from my
“Dream On” hangover.
My status as “too old for the youth
scene” was confirmed as I watched the
AS220/Page 20
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Picks TheBottom
of the
Week

By Dave Quinn ’04

by

Megan Gaffney '03
Ad^E Staff

Parting with Friends

“I’ll be there for you.” No really, I’ll be there for you... forever: The cast of Friends (David Schwimmer, Lisa
Kudrow, Jennifer Aniston, Matt LeBlanc, Courtney Cox Arquette, and Matthew Perry) overstay their welcome.

On Sept. 22, 1994, America that the show won’t continue. Matt Russell and Kevin Costner is never going
welcomed a group of six friends into LeBlanc has even said he wouldn’t be to further your career along. Cox
their homes to chat about life and drink opposed to a spin-off, “if it was the right Arquette actually holds the track record
for highest grossing films, only because
coffee. There was Ross Geller (David script.” A Joey spin-off? Please, no.
I Schwimmer), the unlucky-in-love
This precious desire to hold onto the she appeared in all three Scream films.
paleontologist, and his obsession Rachel present success is understandable. Lisa Kudrow follows because of
Green (Jennifer Aniston), the privileged NBC’s Thursday night schedule doesn’t successes like Analyze This, Romy and
snob trying to make it on her own as a have much of a future after Friends bids Michelle’s High School Reunion, and
waitress. There was Monica Geller adieu. What’s going to keep people The Opposite ofSex. She seems to have
(Courtney Cox Arquette), the watching? Good Morning Miami? the best chance at a comedic movie
controlling, bossy, and anal-retentive Scrubs? The network is struggling all career, and this year’s Analyze That will
chef, and Chandler Bing (Matthew around to keep the viewers, and in the most likely cement that point. Still,
I Perry), the smart aleck data processor. next couple of years, they are certain to sometimes, she does Lucky Numbers and
J7 And there was Joey Tribbiani (Matt lose a few more favorites, like Fraiser Hanging Up. And sometimes, Jennifer
/ LeBlanc), the aspiring, dimwitted, and ER. Right now, however, Friends Aniston does Picture Perfect and The
/ terrible actor who always gets the girls, is at the top of their game, ratings wise. Object of my Affection. Though lately,
and the equally unintelligent Pheobe It has consistently topped the Nielson Aniston has been getting the better
Buffay (Lisa Kudrow), an earthy, left- ratings, even during reruns, beating out scripts. Maybe that has something to do
I field masseuse with a guitar and a smelly its biggest competition, CBS’ Survivor. with her marriage to Brad Pitt? Her
So it makes perfect sense to hike up the acting in Rock Star was solid (though the
cat.
Together, we watched them struggle cast’s salary to cement them on the show, movie itself was terrible) and The Good
through love, loss, job changes, even if the producers have exhausted Girl had critics raising an eyebrow at the
relationships, monkeys, multiple every storyline possible. Seriously, I’m dramatic potential she has in films. Still,
divorces, pregnancies, weddings, ugly rooting for Joey and Ross to hookup the chance these six actors will have
future successful movie careers is about
naked guys, roommate changes, family next. You know it’s going to happen...
gatherings, birthday parties, and The
The actors obviously have plenty of as likely as Carrot Top winning an Oscar.
It’s clear why everyone is holding on
Rembrants’ theme song. Now nine years reason to hold on to Friends. What
later, Friends have become houseguests careers do they really have after the show to Friends, but the fact remains that the
from hell. You know, the ones that will ends? Did anyone see Matt LeBlanc in show is tired. The jokes aren’t working
never leave, whose company becomes Ed or Lost in Space? Or David as well as they used to, the same stories
really tired, and who are always Schwimmer in The Pallbearer or Breast are being used over and over, and the
demanding more money? If last week’s Men? Or Matthew Perry in Almost friends themselves just seem to be out
season premiere didn’t make you realize Heroes, Three to Tango, and recently growing the coffee shop. Hopefully,
that creator’s David Crane and Marta Serving Sara? What about Courtney NBC will call the pay increases cuts, and
Kauffman’s storylines were tired, then Cox Arquette in 3,000 Miles to season nine will be the final Friends.
this season will prove the show’s lack Graceland? Doing any movie with Kurt Parting was never such sweet sorrow.
of originality. With the Ross and Rachel
story back in full swing, viewers are
tired, and unfortunately, their boredom
might not end soon.
As the eighth season began last year,
Friends stars talked about an end to their
The Honorary Degree Committee is now accepting nominations from
Central Perk trips. NBC, knowing full
well the damage that losing the show
the PC community for Honorary Degree Candidates for Commence
would do to it’s “Must-See-TV”
ment 2001. This year the committee is charged with recommending
Thursday schedule, quickly negotiated
four individuals worthy of receiving a Providence College Honorary
with the cast to keep them on for an extra
degree at the 2001 Commencement ceremony.
season. One million dollars an episode
later, each cast member settled to stick
it out for an extra season, agreeing that
Kindly submit background information on the candidate you wish the
the ninth season would be their last.
committee to review to: Ann Manchester-Molak, chair, Harkins Hall
Flash forward to last Sunday’s Emmy
awards, where Jennifer Aniston picked
203, (ammolak@Drovidence.edu) or to any member of the committee
up a Best Actress in a Comedy award,
listed below. All submissions will be reviewed by the full Honorary
and the show itself picked up Best
Degree Committee at its November 13th meeting. The deadline for all
Comedy Series. Most critics agree these
submissions is Friday, November 10.
awards are a long-time overdue. In the
eight years of Friends, only Lisa Kudrow
has ever picked up an Emmy for Best
Committee Members
Supporting Actress in a Comedy. As
Patrick Bench, Student Congress
creator David Crane said in the show’s
Joe Brum, Alumni/Development
acceptance speech, “The wait has been
Cory Cabral, Senior Class
worth it.”
Now, things are looking a little
4on. Frank Caprio, Alumni Representative
different. Recently, the stars have been
Rev. William Folsey, O.P., Theology Department
wishy-washy as to the future of Friends.
Jr. Helen Goodman, English Department
Interviews have them claiming “we’ll
Dr. Robert Krasner, Biology Department
see what happens” over and over again.
Moreover, the “all-for-one, one-for-all”
Jr. James McGovern, History Department
attitude towards the stars sticking it out
Jr. Pamela Sherer, Management Department
has changed. If all six don’t agree on
Mary
K. Talbot, Alumni Representative
season ten, that doesn’t necessarily mean

Call for Nominations for 2001 Honorary
Degree Candidates
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Over the hill
Chalkston Avenue’s Mainelli ’s
serves as the perfect
alternative to the long waits
and high prices of Federal Hill
Mainelli’s
1366 Chalkstone Ave.
831-9622

Federal Hill may be known best for
its good Italian restaurants, but it’s also
associated with waiting for tables,
difficult parking, and, in many cases,
expensive plates. That’s why Mainelli’s
on Chalkstone Avenue is a great
alternative if quality food is what you
crave. It may not have the prestige or
the creative selections some restaurants
on the Hill can show off, but its food can
certainly hold its own among basic
Italian menus.
Atmosphere: Mainelli’s is appealing
starting from the outside. In a residential
area, Mainelli’s stands out with inviting
white lights hanging from its awnings.
An extensive list of specials and a
hostess greet you immediately inside the
restaurant, then you can be seated in a
dining room to the left or in the bar area.
The dining room is nice but simple,
decorated with basic colors and brass
hanging light fixtures. There’s only one
potential problem here: tables seat at
least four people, so this family-style
restaurant might not be the place to go if
you’re on a date and would insist on a
small, intimate table for two.

Selection: This menu goes on for pages,
offering every pasta dish imaginable:
baked manicotti, ziti, spaghetti, lasagna,
and more. There’s also a big assortment
of inexpensive sandwiches, Italian
specialties, chicken and veal dishes, and
plates combining pastas with vegetables
and meats. For anyone who mistakenly
strays from the Italian food, Mainelli’s
also offers American specialties like
turkey with cranberry sauce. There’s
also a page of wines, including selections
by the bottle, carafe, or glass.

Quality: Huge portions are the first
thing you’ll notice about Mainelli’s food.
The veal and lasagna combination is
even better than it sounds, since you get
a full veal cutlet next to a piece of

lasagna. The meat is tender and not too
thin; the lasagna is good though it seems
to have less cheese than most have. A
selection from the “Italian specialties”
menu, the stuffed peppers and spaghetti
meal, arrives in an equally generous
portion. The spaghetti sauce is a good
consistency, though it doesn’t have
anything unique to it. One small
obstacle to enjoying your meal is the
mysterious stuffed peppers. Two halves
of a huge red pepper are filled with some
mixture of breadcrumbs, beef, onions,
cheese and more, but it’s fairly difficult
to determine what’s been mashed
together. Luckily, it tastes fine once
you’re past the desire to do detective
work.

Service: Waitresses and hostesses are
nice but not overbearing, so you can eat
your meal in peace without being pressed
to order appetizers or more drinks. If
you ask about what’s in the stuffed
peppers, they’ll return from the kitchen
with a vague answer: “they tell me it’s a
hamburger mixture.” Thankfully, the
follow-up to this report is a question to
make sure there aren’t problems with the
food.

Affordability: Considering the size of
the plates and the bread that comes with
them, Mainelli’s is a great deal. The veal
parmesan/lasagna combination is only
$9, while the stuffed pepper meal is
under $8. Wine prices are standard as
are those of salads and appetizers. Pay
attention to the specials, as well: on a
Friday night, you can get grilled chicken
with a soup or salad, pasta or vegetable,
and a cup of coffee for $8.95. Try to
swing that on Federal Hill.
Overall: Mainelli’s isn’t the place to
bring the date you’re trying to impress
with a swanky atmosphere or exotic
foods, but it’s the perfect place to go with
anyone who wants good, affordable,
family-style food. And clean out your
refrigerator before you go, since you’ll
probably leave with delicious leftovers.
GRADE: B+

Nick Nolte didn’t get to
see The Tuxedo.
Want to tell him. and the rest of
our convicted felon audience,
what you thought about it?
Apply to write movie reviews for
A&E. Applications available in 104
Slavin. Bring a writing sample, and
tell ’em Nick Nolte sent ya.
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Urban Elements

Clash of the Titans
Jay-Z and Nas might be the first rappers to settle their
beefs in a “put up or shut up” competition
by Joe

Mavodones ’05

A&E Staff
“Put up or shut up, get up, yeah what
up? / Get on the microphone and get cut
up / Talk about how your records went
double platinum / With those lyrics?!
Huh, I laugh at them / So you got paid,
take the money you ’ve made / Bet it on
yourself, are you afraid? Money talks,
B.S. walks / When I stalk like a hawk a
victory is chalked / So put your money
where your mouth is, you don’t know
about this / Battlin’s for real men, and I
doubt if / You can even hang or give a
run for the money / You ’re just a sucker. ”
Some spirited words from Kool Moe
Dee back in 1988. The target of the
verbal assault: the “cool lover” himself,
L.L. Cool J. The strong beef between
Kool and L.L., lasting nearly five years,
was one of the most notorious in the
history of hip-hop. Kool gave numerous
invitations to L.L. to bring the beef to
the stage in front of a live audience, in
hopes of ending the beef and crowning
a lyrical champion. The war of words
between the two old school emcees was
strictly kept on wax, however, and never
actually reached the stage. Despite the
evolution of hip hop from 1988 to 2002,
we still face the same problem of settling
beef in today’s rap world... none of the
major emcee’s have enough confidence
in their rhymes to put them to the test at
a battle in front of a live audience.
All of that may soon change, though.
Last week, old school hip-hop promoter
Vansilk (who also tried to bring the L.L.
Cool J/Kool Moe Dee beef to the stage)
set forth a hefty proposition to two of
today’s feuding emcees, Jay-Z and Nas.
In his proposal, billed as The Clash of
the Titans: Part One, Vansilk asked that
both rappers agree to a one-night battle,
live on pay-per-view, with the winner
taking home two million dollars.
Basically, put up or shut up; either bring
your top rhymes to the emcee arena, or
go back to rappin’ about pimps and cars.
However, as easy as it is for Vansilk
to propose, the intended battle is a tough
decision for both Jay and Nas to commit
to. Both are great lyricists, with years of
respect and accomplishment in their
trunks. But what if, say, Nas rips JayHova to shreds in front of an
international pay-per-view audience? Or
vice versa? The rapper who loses the
battle would be humiliated on a
worldwide scale. Would either of them
ever regain the same mass respect that
they currently hold? Could either of
these superstar emcees ever rebound,
especially in the commercial realm of
hip-hop? Would either of them be
willing, in the event of a defeat, to give
up the financial losses on future record
sales? Tough call. To paraphrase Matt
Damon in the movie Rounders, one of
them would end up feeling like Bill
Buckner walking back into Shea. It’s a
lot to put on the table. Hopefully, the
top emcees in the rap game can look past
the money and try to bring back some of
hip hop’s true essence.
Anyways, back to the lineup for The
Clash. In addition to the Jigga Man and
Mr. Illmatic, Vansilk also wants to have
KRS-ONE battle Nelly, Ja Rule vs.
DMX, and Jadakiss vs. Beanie Sigel,
with each of these battles having a purse
of one million dollars. If all of these
emcees eventually commit to doing the
show, it would be one grand night on
Planet Hip-Hop.
Imagine the possibilities. The Clash
of the Titans would be like hip-hop’s
Wrestlemania, a night of verbal

gunfights and backbreaking beats.
Picture this: you’re sitting in your dorm
room, some beer in the fridge and a
couple mouth-watering Golden Crust
pizzas on their way. It’s on! Let The
Clash begin. Russell Simmons is the
host of the event taking place at Madison
Square Garden, with Bob Costas and
Snoop Dogg working the television
booth. The night quickly gets underway,
with Russell introducing KRS-ONE and
Nelly. KRS-ONE cuts Nelly to pieces,
and finally gives Nelly a purpose for that
damn band-aid he wears. The stage is
cleared as we wait for the next battle
pitting Beanie Sigel against Jadakiss.
The pay-per-view audience is then
treated to an intermission, complete with
a video montage of both Beanie and
Jadakiss talking smack about each other,
followed up by commentary about the
first battle from the legend himself,
Snoop D-O-double G. After the
intermission, Jadakiss and Beanie enter
the arena. However, amidst the blaring
entrance music, a fight breaks out
between the Ruff Ryder camp and the
Roc-a-fella crew. Neither of the rappers
make it to the stage, and the bout
between Jada and Beanie is cancelled.
After the pandemonium, Snoop and
Costas recount the events that led up to
the rumble, with Snoop summarizing,
“Izzle kizzle, fo’ schizzle. My nizzle,

M caking

All right, keep it dirty and come out ofyour corner rhyming: The winner
of the proposed Clash of the Titans between Nas (above left) and Jay-Z
(above right) stands to win a cool two million dollars.
what you sizzle? Fo’ schizzle bizzle!”
Pure entertainment. Ja Rule and
DMX are finally ready to take the stage.
Both enter the arena guarded by scores
of security. After some hard-nosed
barking by both of the emcees, DMX
prevails. During the final intermission,
Costas is joined in the booth by P. Diddy.
P. Diddy doesn’t utter one significant
thought, and is quickly ushered out of
the booth. Meanwhile, Snoop returned
to his tour bus for a quick breath offresh
air before the big finale. Finally, its time
for the main event... I’ll let you decide

who would win the Jay-Z/Nas battle.
This may seem like a wacky,
unrealistic account of what would
transpire if The Clash of the Titans ever
does happen. However, if today’s
emcees don’t have enough confidence
to actually step up to the challenge, push
aside all of the possible downfalls, and
grab control of the mic, well, these
fictional accounts may be all that we’re
left with. Hopefully, The Clash will
happen. As Vansilk stated, “Let’s make
it happen. Let’s see if these guys are
really serious.”
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A painful walk through the West Side
Technical and theatrical problems plague the latest production at PPAC
by Erin Woulfe ’03
A&E Staff

The stage at Providence Performing
Arts Center was just graced with a
performance of one of Broadway’s most
moving and beautiful musicals, West
Side Story. Unfortunately, the audience
THEATER wasn’t moved to
REVIEW tears or taught a
lesson. Rather, they
were moved toward the door,
questioning why they had spent so much
money on a less than stellar performance.
The story, set in 1959 New York City,
is a modernized retelling of
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The
conflict is between the Jets, the “all
American” gang, and the Sharks, the
Puerto Ricans who are trying to stake a
claim in New York City. Racial tensions
are only exacerbated when Tony (Drew
Niles), a Jet, falls in love with Maria
(Natasha Harper) who is the sister of the
Sharks’ leader. The tragic romance,
when performed well, is a beautiful yet
haunting reminder of the lengths to
which people go to prevent change, and
the pain it can cause to those ready to
embrace it.
This performance, unfortunately, was
riddled with issues from the get-go. The
initial fight choreography did not set the
stage for two gangs seething with
tension. It looked more like an audition
for A Chorus Line. Harper’s lackluster
Spanish accent, which sounded more
Asian than anything, had the audience
questioning whether or not she was
performing the lead female role in West
Side Story, or Lady Thiang in The King
and I. Character development was
minimal, causing wonder on why any of
the action even happened at all. No one
in the show portrayed strong enough
motivation. Much of the acting,
especially from major characters such as
Anita (Lynn Sterling) and Maria seemed
passive and contrived. Even “Gee

Officer Krupke,” typically a show
stopping number, lacked feeling. Design
components also failed, especially when
fire escapes landed on the roof. The
costumes looked like they were out of
Pretty in Pink, rather than the 1959
musical time period. Technically, the
sets were moved sloppily, the crew was
noisy, and an arm peeked out from
behind the curtain at one point. The
elements appeared haphazardly thrown
together without much thought as to why
they were done so.
How, then, did a performance such
as this end up at PPAC? Part of the
question may be answered in the fact that
this is a non-Equity production. The
Actors Equity Association is a union
which works with Broadway and touring
productions of shows to assure quality
treatment for the performers involved.
Over the years it has fought for, and won,
minimum salaries, payment for
rehearsals, restrictions on the
employment of foreign actors,
regulations of theatrical agents, and
pension and health trust funds. To
become a union actor, one of three
membership requirements must be met.
He must be a member of one of Equity’s
sister unions, the actor must sign a
contract for an equity performance, or
the actor can become a member of the
Membership Candidate Program. The
actor can then credit his or her work in
accredited theaters toward membership.
Fifty weeks of work is standard before
an actor is granted admission to the
union.
Non-Equity shows aren’t, by their
nature, poorly done, but Equity shows
employ people with much more experi
ence. While this production had some
equity actors, the production itself wasn’t
considered Equity. The issue then lies
in the theaters bringing in less experi
enced performers and charging similar
ticket prices, as they would for a union
show. PPAC, however, did not do this,

JOAN MARCUS/Photo courtesy of The Bushnell, Hartford, CT

Fall into The Gap: The Jets (above) perform “Cool” in the touring produc
tion of West Side Story, which hit PPAC last week. The Gap commercials
did a better job at conveying the theme of the show than this production.
instead advertising West Side Story along
with the professional shows hitting their
stage during this season. Audience
members, therefore, weren’t expecting
to see such a poor production.
The show was not without positive
moments. The orchestra, conducted by
Donald Chan, was comprised of mostly
local performers who had one night to
rehearse as a whole. This performance
was the driving force of the show. The
ensemble as a whole carried the dance
and the dream ballet scenes with exquis
ite dancing. Unfortunately, these ele
ments could not mask the amateur pro
duction of the show. They especially
couldn’t hide the poor acting ability in
the performance. The only animated
characters who drew the audience into
the story were the two sign language in
terpreters stationed at the front corner
of the stage. These two portrayed better
chemistry and greater range of emotion
then Niles and Harper, and would have
been much more believable in the roles.

They probably would have had better
vocal abilities than our leads too, as
pronounciation and high notes seemed
to be a problem for the two actors. Ev
ery note seemed strained, as dancing and
singing was too much for this cast.
West Side Story is difficult and chal
lenging, for one involved in theater at
any level. Jerome Robbins’ choreogra
phy, Sondheim and Bernstein’s lyrics
and music, along with the serious mes
sage this piece sends, can all be daunt
ing yet fruitful when the time is taken to
develop that which the ensemble has to
accomplish within three hours. The fact
that this production was poorly put to
gether could be due to any number of
things, the lack of experience of the ac
tors being only one. However, if repu
table theaters such as PPAC are planning
on bringing in less experienced workers
who perform sub-par shows, they should
either drop ticket prices, or expect a lack
of interest in the future.
GRADE: D+

One man’s trash is another man’s treasure
Physical Plant worker Steven Zannini shows PC that he does more than just fix tiles
by

Kelly Mack ’04

A&E Staff
“Jimi Hendrix is dead.” This is just
one of the Random Perceptions you will
find at Steven Zannini’s exhibit,
currently displayed at the HuntCavanaugh Gallery. This particular
hooded figure
“perception,”
proclaiming one of
HUNTmusic’s greatest
CAVANAUGH
SPOTLIGHT losses, is just one in
a series of ink
drawings memorializing greats such as
Frank Zappa, John Candy, Dinah Shore,
and even Bill Bixby (yes, the Incredible
Hulk himself). Other pieces in the
exhibit include treated photographs, pen
and ink drawings, and abstract sculpture
(using cardboard, Barbie parts, and rusty
tools, just to name a few). Adding a bit
of “random” to these “perceptions” is the
fact that you may have met the artist and
not even known it. Zannini is an
employee of the Providence College
Physical Plant, where he has worked for
16 years as a tile setter.
It is perhaps because of this long-time
job that Zannini doesn’t consider himself
an artist, saying instead that his art is just
something that comes naturally, and
always has. Of his unusual style, Zannini
says, “I don’t [find inspiration]...
sometimes I just see things lying there,
and to me I just think they’re supposed
to go together.” Unlike many artists, he
has no tried and true creative process,

PETE JOHNSON ’03/The Cowl

How much is that doggie in the Hunt-Cavanaugh window?. A piece of Steven
Zannini’s art work adds to his collection, now on display through Oct 11.

saying his art is primarily
“spontaneous.... It just clicks.” While
Zannini doesn’t take himself too
seriously as an artist, other people do.
One of those people is Dr. Alice H.R.H.
Beckwith, who was instrumental in
developing Zannini’s exhibit. A
professor in the Art History department
and a fan of Zannini’s unique creativity,

she asked him to put together an exhibit
for the school’s gallery. Zannini cites
this occasion as his favorite part of the
whole process, even more so than
designing his first exhibit. “I really
enjoyed just being asked to do the
exhibit,” says Zannini. “And I’m
grateful for all of the support I’ve
received so far.” After he was asked to

create an exhibit, Zannini designed the
space in which he would show his works.
With the help of his daughter and
younger son, he used pieces of cleaned
and dried cardboard to line the walls,
along with strips of shredded netting. He
then added his drawings, a book of his
poetry, pictures, and a wooden chair to
the walls to create an atmosphere for the
sculptures and figurines that fill the
room’s center.
One of the more thought-provoking
“sections” is one that has a Christ theme,
featuring drawings of the Crucifixion, in
one of which the “cross” Jesus hangs on
is a bird’s eye view of an intersection,
cars and all. There is also a cross
sculpture, combining fragments of other
crucifixes. One of Zannini’s favorite
pieces (though he claims he can’t choose
just one) is a table piled with completely
rusted tools and pieces of tools, with a
broken timer sitting on top. However,
this piece, he says, “just sat in my yard
forever... it started around the time I
built my porch.”
Overall, the “Random Perceptions”
exhibit is interesting, with unexpected
combinations of everyday objects and
various “junk” that is definitely worth
seeing. It runs through Oct. 11, at which
point Zannini says he will “hopefully
fade back into obscurity.” At least his
stint in the PC spotlight will give
students less reason to complain that
their shades haven’t been fixed yet.
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Clearing the air
Beck trades in the new pollution for a
clear blue country sky on Sea Change

A bumpy road Home
by

Dave Teodosio ’05
A&E Staff

Sweet Home Alabama
Directed by Andy Tennant
Hoyts Providence Place

by Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

Beck
Sea Change
DGC Records

Thanks to a neat clause in his major
label contract, hipster icon Beck Hansen
can get away with just about anything.
If he comes to the DGC offices with a
new record and the
MUSIC higher-ups think it
NOTE can play on modern
rock radio, it gets a
huge release, complete with gigantic
promotional push. But even if he walks
in with 16 tracks of him intermittently
farting on a snare drum while Animal
House (the new Angie Martinez album,
not the movie) plays in the background,
the Geffen deal makes it possible to farm
the uncommercial stuff out to an indie
label (where it will probably sell
upwards of 50,000 copies).
Luckily, this time Beck handed in Sea
Change, an impressive array of beautiful
country-tinged rock (or is that rocktinged country?) songs that sounds way
more like 1998’s Mutations than
somebody ripping one on a snare.
Relying mostly on acoustic guitars and
downplayed synths, Sea Change sees
Beck doing what he does best, putting
the right touches in all the right places
to make decent songs good and good
songs great. Whether it’s two tracks of
glockenspiel underneath the lush
harmonics of “The Golden Age” or a
string section elevating the low rumble
of “Paper Tiger,” there’s always
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I want to sink to the bottom with you:
On Sea Change (album cover
pictured above), Beck channels
Hank Williams, hallucinates pretty
colors, and produces the most
complete effort of his impressive
career.

something new to notice when you listen
again.
And you will be listening again, if
only to memorize “Lost Cause,”
probably the most complete song Beck
has ever written. I was sucked in as soon
as I heard the first lyric (“your sorry eyes
cut through the bone / they make it hard
to leave you alone / leave you here
wearing your wounds / waving your
guns at somebody new / baby, you’re
lost”), and I’m hooked for good. If your
favorite Beck song is “Loser,” you might
feel somewhat out of your element here,
but if you’re ready for something a little
more serious, Sea Change is an album
with depths well worth the wading.
GRADE: A

Sweet Home Alabama welters in a
predictable fairytale story solely
intended to leave the weak-kneed, tearyeyed, and the weak-stomached upset.
Screenwriter C. Jay Cox doesn’t write
SHORT anything we haven’t
TAKE heard,
running
down the laundry
list of typical “chick flick” ABCs: a
beautiful girl/guy crossed between two
lovers, with dim-witted or inadequate
parents; there’s a “bitch,” a gay friend,
and a childhood dog; there’s an outdoor
wedding, in which there is always
someone who can’t “forever hold their
peace,” and of course, there’s always
your happy ending.
Melanie Carmichael (Reese
Witherspoon) is a successful, young
fashion designer in New York City.
She’s in love with the dashing Andrew
(Patrick Dempsey), whose mother
(Candice Bergen) is the mayor of New
York. After her fashion show’s success
ful debut, he proposes to Melanie in
Tiffany’s, asking her to “pick one.” She
has it all; except for the lingering,
unrevealed secrets of her “redneck past.”
Flying back home to Alabama, she meets
up with her husband Jake (Josh Lucas),
a scruffy southern boy she fell in love
when she was ten, married, but never
divorced. All she needs to do is get him
to sign the papers, say hello to a few old
friends, and go back to the big city.
Easier said than done.
Witherspoon is natural, frisky, and
cute as Melanie. Lucas is strong in his
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A solid performance from Reese
Witherspoon (above) can’t overcome
Sweet Home Alabama's weak script
and poor directing.
role, able to stay reserved while at the
same time teaching Melanie a lesson.
Dempsey plays the sophisticate airhead
well, though his spotty acting never re
ally lets the viewer know whether he
loves Witherspoon’s character or not.
The cast overall, however, lacked
chemistry because their roles were so
predictable. Director Andy Tennant
(Anna and the King) fails in his attempt
to convey the picture’s theme (a not-sofresh take on the hackneyed “money isn’t
everything, and it’s the simple things that
count” concept). He struggles with a
crass portrayal of southern life, present
ing everyone from down south as a lov
ing, hospitable, and virtuous possessor
of temperance. Melanie treats her
friends like dirt, yet they still embrace
her unconditionally. It just doesn’t fit.
If you need something that has a little
more dignity, a little more consistency,
and more of a sincere mastery of the art
of filmmaking, pack your bags and go
elsewhere.
GRADE: C

AS220: Mie, music, NOW RENTING
and money
continued from page 15
set of the popular punk three-piece Upset
Broke. They’re the kind of band I
probably would have loved when I was
14, but when I watch them now, all I keep
thinking is that Op Ivy and Rancid were
never really that good in the first place.
I also felt sort of weird when they
brought their friend up on stage to
introduce their finale (entitled “The
Critic”) by launching into a long
expletive-laden rant about “people who
try to invade your s**t.” Sitting there
with a notebook and a pen, I couldn’t
help but feel like the problem. Oh, well.
My photographer liked them a lot.
Rounding out the afternoon was
Waste Away, an impressive punk band
in the Fat Wreck Chords vein. They were
louder, faster, and better than most acts
in that genre, and also displayed the
ability to move from the driving
sensibility of NOFX to the sort of fun
party bounce that 311 took the bank
without sounding forced or sloppy. The
interplay between singer/guitarist Keith
Kopka and drummer Neil King and the
solid debut of new bassist Brandon
Cordell made for a perfect end to a (just
about) perfect day of underground rock
music played by hungry young local
artists.
When all was said and done, Coming
of Age had emerged as the battle’s
victors, with Blue Midnight Special and
Upset Broke rounding out the top three.
The four-hour benefit show raised $354,
which will be used to buy more supplies.
With tickets sold for $5 and battle votes
going for $1 a piece, the final figure
certainly indicates a rabid interest both
in supporting the Fatima Balkhi school
and the growth of the local music scene.
. Mie was thrilled with the outcome of

PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

“Get your lighters in the air!’’:
Coming of Age singer Adam Corsair
(above right) and guitarist Ben
Cacciakick out the jams at AS220.
the show, and remained optimistic at the
prospect of future events. “We’re hoping
at least to continue with the project,
whether we do another battle of the
bands or something else. We just want
to keep doing this for a couple of years
to help support this school.”
Summarizing her involvement, Mie
simply said, “With everything that’s
going on in the world, I thought it would
be a good thing just to help someone else
out... I thought it would be nice to help
the kids, the younger ones who just want
to be able to get an education. I just felt
like it was a really good idea.”
Mie Fujimoto is not a rock ‘n’ roll
singer, a noteworthy Hollywood actress,
a scandalous television personality, or a
Broadway starlet. We’re writing about
her because she’s a high school
sophomore that had a really good idea
and brought it to fruition. Sometimes,
that’s more than enough.

Rent now for best selection
1 -3 Bedrooms

GEMMA REALTY
contact Joan or Maria
(401)273-RENT
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It’s no John Doe

The pH of
hash browns
by Joan Barker ’04
Portfolio Editor

‘'Look! That’s the one I was telling you about!”

by

The sound of harp strings singing
Could maintain a neutrality so casual among
The porcelain chimes of a diner.

Katy McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff
with

Erica Santos ’04 and Joan Barker ’04

You swipe into Ray, and grab your
table. You pile grub onto your tray, have
a seat, and the
ESSAY | fun begins... You
know what we
mean. People watching. And with people
watching comes code names.
We have compiled a list of some of
our all star pseudonyms. Be advised that
these are in reference to males only.
Remember. Stand tall, boys. You, yes,
you, could be one of these people.
(If you suspect you might be on this
ridiculously extensive list . . . don't be
freaked out. Be proud that you have been
noticed on campus, and don’t forget that
they are terms of endearment. You have
our stamp of approval).
The ever-classic:
Soulmate; Mr. Beautiful; The Man, the
Myth, the Legend
In the Animal/Rodent Genus, we
have:
Showpig; The Rat; Sewer Rat; Evil
Villain and his trusty sidekick Elongated
Rodent; Trusty Steed; Chia Pet
Various “Boys”:
Back-burner Boy; Skateboard Boy; Red
Hat Boy; Orange Hat Boy; Behind the
Door Boy; Calc Boy; “Paddle Me” Boy;
“Sound of ripping polo ad out of

magazine” Boy; Cute Boy; Soccer Boy;
Boy from the Back; TCBY Boy
Widely known individuals/
cartoons:
Joey from Friends; Taylor Hanson;
Andre Phelps; Freddie Prinze Jr.;
Mufasa; Splinter; Spok; Sting; Fat
Albert’s Friend
And other favorites:
Ken (as in the doll);
E.C.B.;
Mannequin; The Dad; Lad; Mini-Josue;
Hottie with a Body; Body Condom;
Prince of Providence College-shire;
Pseudo Oots; Sad Eyes; Allergic;
Pseudo ROTC; Trevor (it should be
noted, this one actually knows about his
name); Goof; “Feliz Cumpleanos,
Cindy”; Swimfan; Gap Display; The
Package; Shady; Pablo; World’s
Greatest; Ice Around the Neck; “My”
Freshman; Blow Dried Hair Boy; Eyes;
“Don’t Even Ask Me That”; 40-yearold man; Petit Johnny Mac

If you give us another 3 years at PC,
we suspect that along with the help of
our friends, we could have the whole
campus covered.
You think we are nuts? Just look at
yourself! You know you have at least two
or three various “people” on campus. I
mean, let’s be honest with ourselves.
Perhaps we take it to an extreme, but it
is all in good fun.
Yours Truly,
Sloan, Bumless, and Mother Superior

Eager memories and cheap perfumes
Could so easily initiate waves of solemnity
As an infamous bass line pushes a smile.
A pregnant couple, stepping hand in hand,
Could draw a second glance so naturally
From the unfamiliar neighbor,
While the ancient glamour of a cinema starlet
Could charm the crowd of a Sunday matinee.

The Bathtub
Interview
by Aislinn Martinn ’05
Portfolio Staff

Scene 1: Like Lady finger Chocolates

He’s driving fast
by

Neisha McGuckin ’03
Portfolio Staff

He’s driving so fast, foot of anger
Or freedom, I am not sure.
Wanting to run away from expectations, severe or grim;
Obligations to love emphatically. Instead
To swear with abandon,
To indulge in the strangeness of countries,
In a trance of better or anger,tan
Leather interior summer blows
In through holes where glass could be.
Hills, seesaws upon which teeter,
Smoky blue gray sky, Gary Snyder
Hot August days hazy and over.
If it weren’t for ego, or love like
Needles,
We might surrender to the danger
Of anger.

As I quietly tried to sabotage the din
ner party, it hit me that I was no longer
in love with her. Over the past few
cuodtI weeks, I’d traipsed
Bthov through the city,

STORY up 45th and down
47th, peered in
through doorways of the Brooks
Atkinson and the Majestic at the dimly—
lit stages and the heavy red curtains. Out
in the streets, on The Great White Way,
lost in the shuffling crowds, I was
whisked away as I dreamt of Barbara
Streisand and Alfred Lunt and the people
who packed the theaters every night al
lowing their dreams to be shaped with
gilded speech.
Then I would come home, to the
apartment on Madison Avenue, and she
would look at me. Her unwavering eyes
would stare right into mine, and I’d have
to glance down at my red tennis shoes,
dusty, laces worn and untied, Adidas
logo indistinguishable. Those eyes de
manded to know how I had spent my day,
and she knew from the adverted glance

and twitching jaw that the day had been
fruitless, in terms of what she had sent
me out looking for, which was to find
any sort of job that would enable me to
make a respectable contribution toward
the rent.
I guess you could say I’ve been feel
ing restless lately. And when I visited the
Schubert for the third time in one week
the woman at the desk assured me it was
alright to sit in while the actors rehearsed
Rent. Sitting alone, surrounded by the
crushed red velvet chairs, the realization
that Vanessa and I were becoming dis
tant might have passed quickly through
my mind.
It was the way that we both prepared
separate dinners each night; we would
stand apart, her back facing me, I would
disrupt our silence with a loud satisfy
ing chop as I sliced carrots on the
wooden cutting board. Her glowering
eyes would pierce through me at the din
ner table, making me aware that she was
the sole bread winner; she was respon
sible for my being able to eat tonight.
I’d feel guilty for as long as it took me
to eat my chicken and vegetable soup,
and it upsets me to have to equate guilt
with eating. At night I would go to bed
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The leaves are greener
(A son's special tribute)
by

October 3, 2002

Bon Appetite
2. Do NOT eat raw food.
If I’m grilling, my roommates know my
food needs closer inspection. Twice,
they’ve discovered my hamburger or
chicken breast was still raw inside.Just
double-check, enough said.

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

Do NOT continuously hit the
“baked potato” button on the
microwave.
Unless you prefer your baked potatoes
shriveled and wrinkly, know that the
over-microwaving will not get you
anywhere fast. One night I made this
mistake with my own potato, I pressed
the button over and over thinking that it
would cook the food faster.. .you could
probably guess how that turned out.

3.

The leaves are greener on a rainy day,
A world of darkness given a new light.
There is no chance to push my pain away
As you creep closer toward the quiet Night.
A shining figure, heart of purest gold,
Now sunken, sullen, just a shell remains.
As sitting, watching, I am softly told
“It won’t be long; thank God there is no pain.”

The leaves are greener on a rainy day
The Earth so still while being born anew.
You vanish in the mother’s month of May
As new life springs—but life that’s lacking you.
A mother Sleeping, children gathered ‘round,
We are a mass of tears and soft goodbyes.
Escaping from her lips, no breath, no sound—
God’s lifted up her soul and closed her eyes.

The leaves are greener on a rainy day,
A paradox of hope surrounds the grief.
A forest shakes, as if it yearns to say
“I got my strength from this one constant Leaf.”

Hi Mom,

final. I had been so excited that I’d get
to see you and talk to you and tell you
all about my freshman year at college.
But then he told me. About your turn
for the worse. And how you were
unconscious. And how you had a week,
maybe less. I thought I had prepared
myself for the worst, but I had thought
we’d have the summer.
I remember the drive from school
straight to the hospital. I don’t think I
said anything. Dad tried to prepare me
for how you looked, but I wasn’t really
listening. And then we got to the
hospital, went in, got to your room. I
saw you. And I cried. You had lost so
much weight, and your skin was a
yellowish-gray color. They said to talk
to you. Your eyes opened for half a
second when I first spoke, and I swear
you were looking straight at me. I guess
that was the only way you could show
that you knew I was there, that I was
home, that I knew. I don’t know how
long I stayed, but I went home and fell
asleep, utterly exhausted. I didn’t wake
up until Dad called early the next
morning to say it was over. I had thought
we’d have the summer; we had 16 hours.
See? I hate that I seem to remember
more about your death than about your
life. I hate that I didn’t get to have one
last in-person conversation with you. I
guess that’s why I’m really writing this.
To say goodbye. You know I’ve always
hated that word. I don’t know if I said
that to you the last time I saw you, before
we knew anything was wrong. I don’t
even know if I told you that I loved you.
Or if I hugged you. I know I didn’t think
it would be my last chance to do those
things. People never think it’s their last
chance to do something. I wish it could
have been different. Instead I’m writing
to you late on a Saturday night,
wondering if you’ll even know I wrote
this letter. But I think you will.

Thought you’d like to know how
everything’s going so far this semester.
All of my classes are actually pretty
interesting. I had a history test the other
day, and I think I did well on it. Oh, I
wish you could see the apartment I’m in.
It’s great.. .we have a really nice view of
downtown Providence. And I know it
may be hard to imagine me cooking, but
I do (even if it is just Shake-and-Bake
chicken). But the real reason I’m writing
is to tell you how much I miss you.
I don’t mean that I miss you in the
sense that it would be nice to have
someone else cook for me and do my
laundry. I miss you. I miss your
presence, your constant love and support.
I miss hearing you say that you’re proud
of me. And how jokes sometimes go
over your head, even though I’ve never
met a woman smarter than you. I thought
that maybe I’d miss these things less as
time went by, but I was wrong. What I
miss most are my memories of you,
which I find slipping away even though
it’s only been 16 months since you died.
All I seem to have left are these vague
recollections. It feels like your life has
become a slideshow—a moment here, an
event there—all set to Frank Sinatra’s
“My Way.” But you were more than a
highlight reel. You were flesh and blood;
you were my mother. And here I am,
unable to remember what the real,
everyday you was like. I know I liked
how you cooked roast beef, and how you
sang. But that taste and that sound—
they’ve slipped away, and I hate that.
Then there was the smoke. And the
coughing. I didn’t like those things about
you, but I still remember them pretty
well. Why is that? Probably because
smoking is what killed you. Your last
few weeks seem to be what I remember
best: hearing you were in the hospital,
finding out it was cancer. It was so hard
then, being at school, going to cksses,
So here goes...goodbye, Mom. Ilove
getting ready for finals. I remember you.
calling you, and how you sounded so
good (you always were a good actress). Your son,
You said you were scared—I was scared, Chris
too. But I thought we’d have more time.
Dad came to pick me up after my last

by Jessica Bonvino ’04
Portfolio Staff

I’ve served my time eating food at
Ray. I’ve spent all my Friar bucks in
Slavin. Those days are over. I have the
pee av| freed°m to take the
YI next step, climb to
the next plateau, and elevate myself to a
completely different level. I can now
step into a my very own kitchen at
4. Do NOT criticize your
mealtime. Unfortunately, in my case, the
roommates’ cooking, especially
drawbacks of having a kitchen definitely
if you cannot cook.
outweigh the benefits. I’m an accident Yes, I’ve actually had the gall to criticize
waiting to happen. When I say, “I’m my roommates’ food. We just have
going to cook,” my roommates brace different tastes, and my taste buds didn’t
themselves. I wouldn’t be surprised if agree with something. I, of course,
they didn’t all flee the apartment, or even couldn’t keep my big mouth shut and felt
the campus. They know I have the the need to make a comment. All my
possibility of burning myself, the food, roommate had to do was remind me of
or, even the whole apartment building. my previous mishaps (spelled out for
Though it hasn’t happened yet, it’s only you in tips one through three), and I was
been a month. Give me more time.
abruptly silenced.
So, after a month of cooking mishaps
I’ve decided to bestow my newly
5. Do NOT leave the oven and/
acquired pearls of wisdom for the rest
or surface pot unattended.
of the college campus. Now, do not No, I’m not stupid, but I did walk away
expect to read how to make a delicious for a second, a long second, and left an
cheesecake because you won’t learn that empty pot burning on the stove because
from me. But, you’re more than I forgot to pour the soup in. Nothing
welcome to call my roommate, who tragic happened, however, our kitchen
could open her own bakery. But though did smell like burning metal for hours
I can’t produce Emeril-esque advice, I afterwards.
suggest you read on for 1) a good laugh,
2) to become yet another person to make
Please, heed my advice. I’m just
fun of me, and 3) to find out what you trying to help prevent future accidents.
should NOT do in a kitchen.
Unfortunately, it has only been one
month of cooking and I already have a
1. Do NOT put aluminum foil in host of sour experiences that I will never
the microwave.
live down. I can only imagine what is to
I know, what kind of moron would do come.
this?! I can’t answer that, obviously my
As a last note, I’d like to send out a
head was not attached to my body that warning to a specific group of people.
night. I’mjust lucky I wasn’t alone. My For those who live next door to me, on
roommates actually watched me toss a the floor above me or below me, anyone
baked potato wrapped in aluminum foil who lives in the entire building, or heck,
in the microwave. I think the sound of anyone who may happen to live in a halftheir jaws hitting the counter stopped me mile radius, I’m cooking steak on Friday
from pressing the buttons. If they night. I suggest you take serious
weren’t there, Bedford Hall may have precautions.
been reduced to ashes.

Undeclared and
thinking about
becoming an
Ed major?
Come to an orientation meeting
for info about
Elementary/Special Education
or
Secondary Education.

When and Where?
Oct. 2nd @ 2:30 PM
in Harkins 334
November 6th @ 11:00 AM
in Harkins 414
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Three
Months
Salary
by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03
Portfolio Staff

Joe is sitting in his cubicle doing
data entry like he does every day. It is
around three in the afternoon. Elevator
music is playing softly in the
background, barely audible. The lights
are depressingly
SHORT bright, fluorescent.
STORY Mr.
Nattras
approaches the cubicle from his office.
He raps lightly on the wall and asks Joe
to go make another pot of coffee in the
makeshift kitchenette of the office. Joe
does not acknowledge his presence.
Nattras stalks back to his office as Joe
turns and glares at his retreat. He turns
back and continues banging on his
keyboard. Then he violently stands,
pushing his chair back hard enough to
bang against the partition. He angrily
turns and walks toward Allie’s cubicle,
just behind his.
“Why can’t other people make the
coffee? I make the coffee five times
every day! Who drinks coffee in the
afternoon? I don’t drink coffee at all!
Why can’t Nattras make it himself? I
don’t even make good coffee but he
drinks it anyway. He would drink
anything just to spite me!”
He goes to kitchenette and sloppily
makes the coffee. Nattras comes back
in and pours himself a cup, extra sugar,
extra cream. He apparently does not
notice Joe’s rage. He asks Joe to go out
and get some coffee rolls during his
(unpaid) break, then leaves stage again.
Joe starts throwing things back in their
drawers. He picks up a coffee mug and
hurls it at the wall, smashing it to
smithereens. He swears quietly to
himself, kicking and hitting any piece
of furniture in sight. Allie, hearing the
commotion, gets up and leaves her
cubicle. Joe leaves the kitchen area just
as Allie approaches. She picks up the
broken mug and pats Joe on the back to
calm him, but he refuses her efforts.
“Wouldn’t it be funny if he
accidentally went into a caffeineinduced coma?”
Allie laughs it off and walks away,
thinking the affair has ended. Joe also
moves back to his cubicle as Nattras
wanders back into the kitchen area, on
the prowl for more coffee and
doughnuts. Joe approaches Allie and
lowers his voice considerably, but his
complaining is still loud and clear. He
becomes more serious.

“What would really happen if he were
dead? Wouldn’t it be so easy to arrange?
It would be so easy to get away with!”
Allie shakes her head and shushes
him. Joe sits back down at his desk,
typing forcefully and muttering to
himself. Nattras is wandering around the
kitchenette with coffee mug in hand. He
wanders around the stage and by the two
cubicles. Once he leaves, Joe and Allie
pack up their things, punch out and leave
for the day.
The next morning, Joe is back in his
cubicle typing at his computer as Nattras
strolls over and asks him to make a pot
of coffee. Joe turns in his chair, and
smiles. Nattras leaves and Joe retrieves
a brown bag from his desk drawer. Allie,
seeing Joe head toward the kitchenette,
gets up from her desk and grabs his arm
to stop him. She gives him a hug and goes
back to her cubicle to continue her work.
Joe walks to the kitchen area and begins
preparing the coffee. He places the brown
bag on the counter and takes out the
coffee canister. Nattras walks in,
expectantly. Joe grabs the brown bag and
hides it behind his back. He smiles again.
Five minutes.
Nattras leaves. Joe turns back, and
empties most of the coffee in the canister
into the filter section of the coffee maker.
He mixes into the coffee the entire
contents of the small plastic bag inside
the paper bag. There is just enough for
one pot of coffee. Joe chuckles.
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Overly
Ambitious
by Jennifer Skala ’05
Portfolio Staff

I have recently come to the
conclusion that I need to be more goaloriented. Because of this discovery, I
will be defining my goals for sophomore
year and implementing them
. immediately (since I
ESSAY am already a month
behind). I plan on
concentrating on a new goal each day
this week and then deciding which ones
to focus on and which to get rid of at the
end of the week. This strategy is
definitely going to be my ticket to a
stellar year.
Monday: Speak with advisor about
major and declare before November
“Well Kate, judging by your marks
last year, I would not advise you to
become a Spanish Major.”
“I know I got a C both semesters but
I was just getting used to the college
workload and the language. I think this
year will be different.”
“Getting used to the language?”
“Yes... I had never taken Spanish
before. I took French in high school.”
“Why would you want to be a
Spanish major if you are new to the
language and did not perform very well
in the subject?”
“Because I like to travel and wanted
to try something new and Spanish is
spoken in so many different countries
and...well...I guess it seemed like a
better idea last year...”
“Why don’t you see how your classes
go this semester and think of a few other
possible majors? We can meet again
mid-November.”
Tuesday: Start running every day
with Lizzie. (Will not be able to
accomplish Monday's goal on time due
to scheduling conflicts).
“Kate, are you okay? You look like
you’re limping.”
“Yeah, I’mjust trying to keep up. My
legs are hurting, though.”
“How long did you stretch for before
we started?”
“Uhh.. .you’re supposed to stretch?”
“Kate, stretching is very important,
especially to someone just starting out
like you.”
“I didn’t have time to today — I was
studying for Spanish. I’m okay though.
We only have a little bit further, right?”
“We just started; I usually go at least
four miles.”
“On second thought, I’mjust gonna
turn around and maybe try this again next
week. I think I’ve pulled a muscle.”
Wednesday: Read classic literature
in spare time. (Alternate form ofexercise
will be determined at a later date.)
“Hey Jess, do you happen to know

what ‘yronne’ means?”
“What?! That doesn’t sound like a
real word to me. What are you reading,
anyways?”
“Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.”
“Oh, for your Lit class? I had to read
that last semester.”
“No, I’m reading it for fun, actually.”
“For fun? Are you serious? That stuff
is like torture for most of us.”
“Yeah, so far it’s not so much fun but
I’ve only just started and it will be good
for me.”
“Well I don’t want to stop you then.
Read on, fun-meister.”
“I will... but first, do you know what
a ‘feme halwes’ is?”
“Look, Kate, I’m your roommate, not
a Middle English dictionary. It’s time to
put the book down.”
Thursday: Introduce myself to at
least one new person (preferably male)
everyday. (Will make sure classic
literature is not written in Middle
English before I buy it).
“Hi Ben. I’m Kate; we’re in Spanish
class together.”
“Oh, hey, how’s it going?”
“Pretty good. How are things with
you?”
“Good.”
“Cool.”
“Um...did you, like, want the
Spanish homework or something?”
“No.. .1 just wanted to say hey.”
“Oh.”
“Yeah.”
“Well I gotta go get some work
done.”
“Okay, have a great day, Ben. See
you in class.”
“Yeah, later Kelly.”
“Uh, it’s Kate.”
“Right...sorry. Bye.”
Friday: Stop worrying about stupid,
unrealistic, overly specific goals. After
evaluation, I now only have one very
general goal: to enjoy my sophomore
year. Although I still need a major, an
exercise routine, an understanding ofthe
classic...Actually, I’ll worry about that
later; It’s too nice of a day to be sitting
in here, writing in this journal.
Enjoyment of my sophomore year
commences immediately.

Office of Career Services Presents...

Trinity Repertory Theater
Site Visit on
Wednesday, Oct. 9

1:30-4:30 p.m.
Open to all majors
and years
• Transportation provided
by Career Services

•

Site Visit and Tour

Featuring Speakers on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marketing/Promotion
Development
Fundraising
Performance
Technical Production
And more!

.
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Coffee Break: Three Months Salary
continued from page 23
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STEP 1 Presents:
Facts About Alcohol

1. Based on victim reports, each year 183,000 (37%) rapes and

sexual assaults involve alcohol use by the offender, as do just over
197,000 (15%) of robberies, about 661,000 (27%) agrravated
assaults, and nearly 1.7 million (25%) simple assaults.
2. More than seven percent of the population ages 18 years and

older - nearly 13.8 million Americans - have problems with
drinking, including 8.1 million people who are alcoholics.
Almost three times as many men (9.8 million) as women (3.9
million) are problem drinkers, and prevalence is highest for both
sexes in the 18-to-29 years-old age group.
3. Nearly one-fourth of all persons admitted to general hospitals

have alcohol problems or are undiagnosed alcoholics being treated
for the consequences of their drinking.
4. Heavy and chronic drinking depresses the immune system and

results in a predisposition to infectious diseases, including
respiratory infections, pneumonia, and tuberculosis.

And it only cost me three months
salary.

He mixes it up and smiles to himself.
As the coffee brews, he leaves to get
back to work. Intermittently, he looks
back toward the kitchen. Within minutes,
Nattras walks in for his coffee. He looks
around, confused.
What happened to my favorite mug?
He selects another mug and pours his
cup of coffee, mixing in lots of cream
and extra sugar. He takes a sip, turns and
waddles out of the room. Joe relaxes and
turns back to his computer. Allie wanders
over.

“Wanna hit the bar tonight?”

She smiles and Joe laughs. Nattras
comes out of his office and looks around.
Allie sees him and goes back to her desk.
He strolls over to Joe’s cubicle looking
both confused and disgusted. Joe sees
him and turns away. Facing his
computer, he smiles to himself. Nattras
walks over and taps on Joes partition and
Joe looks up, feigning surprise. Nattras
sets his coffee mug on the desk.

The Bathtub Interview
continued from page 21

“Make another pot of coffee. This pot
was terrible so I dumped it out. And
make sure to do it right this time.”

with my stomach still feeling unsettled.
I left my job a month ago. I’d been
a baker at The Exclusive Chocolate Bar
on the corner of 4 th and 5th for two
years. It was a swanky place with white
table clothes and tiny glowing table
lamps, the air heavy with aroma of
chocolate. I’d take the subway there
every morning after buying a coffee from
the street vendor. In the back kitchen
I’d kneed the dough, my hands white
with flour that would rise up to cloud
my vision. One evening I was forced
out of the kitchen, I was tired of chok
ing on flour dust, I rubbed my eyes that
I felt for sure must be red, they burned
as if I had just stepped out of the cotton
mill. As I took my hands away from my
eyes a blurred vision began to focus on
a beautiful girl who sat at one of the
tables. Her long hair was the color of
the dark Swedish coco and it hung down
on her slender shoulders in a manner that
I could best describe as ladyfinger
chocolates. As I casually made my way
around the counter to properly view her
face, I saw that her lips were quite full
and I stood there watching them move
for a while as she talked to the man sit
ting across from her. Her brown eyes
flickered and reminded me of orbs of
milk chocolate with crusted gold dust. I
hurried to get her order from the wait
ress so that I could make her dessert. I
gently sifted on the chocolate powder
over the slice of mousse cake.Then I
shaved off slivers and curls of choco
late and delicately arranged them on top,
and sprinkled orange zest was absorbed
quickly into the rich chocolate. I didn’t
watch as it was brought over to the table
because at that moment my agent called
to tell me I got a role with the Blue Man
Group.
I didn’t wind up actually meet
ing Vanessa until that November. It was

at a party in the house of a mutual friend
of ours. I remembered her then, she was
without a male accompaniment this
time, and so I introduced myself to her.
It became apparent that she hadn’t no
ticed me that night at the bakery so I
pretended that this was the first time that
I had ever seen her and I never told her
about that other time.
So here I am attempting to thwart the
dinner party she is about to have with
her girlfriends from college. Lately, I
found little things to get angry over. It
seems I’d rather find an excuse to brood
than to laugh. So when Vanessa chose
to cater this little get together without
even asking me if I’d like to cook I took
it as a direct affront to mean that she was
cutting the final strings that bind us; she
didn’t need me any more even when it
came to me doing the things I do ex
ceedingly well.
Mallory, Lauren, and Jenny are yet
to arrive and I remove one the crackers
arranged in a circle around the brie, I’ve
chosen a cracker whose absence leaves
a noticeable break in the ring. Next, I
devour five carrots so that there are con
siderably less carrots than any other veg
etable on the platter and I find the whole
dish satisfactorily unbalanced. I feel sa
distic enough to pour myself a glass of
wine, gulp it down, wipe my fingers on
the tablecloth and then I leave the used
glass unattended on the table. I make a
grab to actually remove the brie when
Vanessa slinks out of the kitchen. She
eyes me suspiciously and scowls. As I
stand frozen before her, my hand hov
ering over the cheese, I feel no remorse.
My coldness toward her only draws me
to the liquor cabinet. I pour myself some
hard liquor to suit my mood.
Tune in next week to for the next
two scenes of The Bathtub Interview!
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What are you doing to protect
yourselffrom West Nile?

“Burning all my Sheryl Crow CD’s.”
Peter Reardon ’04

“Cancelling our game of ultimate
dead crow tossing.”
Emily Riggi ’06 Erin Murphy ’06

“Spray and Pray.”
Kham Inthirath ’03 Andy Cotton ’05
Caitlin Robert ’04 Michele Gaulin ’04

“Hybemating.”
Catnapping Co-Ed ’03
“Staying at Louie’s all week.”
Steve Beltis ’05
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Mauricio Solano

Roisin McGettigan

Adam Sutton

Men’s Soccer
Senior — Coral Springs, Fla.
Solano scored two goals,
including the game winner, in
the Friars’ 3-0 win against
Syracuse on Sept. 28. Solano was
named Big East Co-Offensive
Player of the Week for his efforts.

Cross Country
Senior — Wicklow, Ireland
McGettigan led the 13th-ranked
women’s cross country team to a
third-place finish at the Roy
Griak Invitational on Sept. 28.
She finished fifth overall in a
time of 21:18.

Cross Country
Senior — Preston, England
Sutton led the lOth-ranked
men’s cross country team to a
sixth-place finish at the Roy
Griak Invitational on Sept. 28.
Sutton finished fourth overall
in a time of 24:22.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday 9/26

Thursday 10/3

Women’s Tennis @ Holy Cross

PPD

Women’s Tennis vs. Brvant
J

Saturday 9/28

3:30 p.m.

Friday 10/4

Men’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Volleyball vs. Virginia Tech
Cross Country @ Roy Griak Invit.
Field Hockey @ New Hampshire

W3-0.
L3-0.
Men: 3rd of 22
Women: 6th of 27
L 1-0 (OT)

Sunday 9/29

Volleyball vs. Miami
Women’s Soccer @ Boston College

L3-0
L 1-0 (2 OT)

L2-1

4 p.m.
7 p.m.

Saturday 10/5

Women’s Tennis @ New Hampshire
Men’s Hockey Black & White Scrimmage
Men’s Soccer @ Virginia Tech

12 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.

Sunday 10/6

Women’s Soccer vs. New Hampshire
Women’s Hockey vs. London Junior Stang (ex.)
Field Hockey @ Maine

Tuesday 10/1

Men’s Soccer @ Harvard

Women’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Men’s Hockey vs. Queens University (exhibition)

1 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.

Wednesday 10/9

7 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Men’s Soccer @ Connecticut
Field Hockey vs. Massachusetts
Volleyball vs. Central Connecticut State

Stan dings
Women’s Cross Country NCAA Division I Poll
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Team

Brigham Young (13)
Stanford
Notre Dame
Colorado
Michigan State
Boston College
Arizona State
PROVIDENCE
Columbia
North Carolina State

Pts.
390
372
352
346
333
321
304
283
276
268

Rank
11
12
13
14
15
16
16
18
19
20

Team
Duke
Georgetown
North Carolina
Arkansas
Virginia
UCLA
Northern Arizona
Wisconsin
Villanova
Missouri

Men’s Cross Country NCAA Division I Poll
Pts.
263
259
243
238
187
174
174
171
157
134

Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Team

Stanford (8)
Arkansas (3)
Colorado (2)
Northern Arizona (1)
Oregon
Villanova
Eastern Michigan
Georgetown
Weber State
Wisconsin

Pts.
440
433
425
407
380
377
354
331
323
301

Rank
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Team

Brigham Young
Butler
Colorado State
Minnesota
PROVIDENCE
North Carolina State
Iona
Dartmouth
Central Michigan
William & Mary

Pts.
282
275
251
246
241
226
192
177
172
165
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Soccer: Solano earns honors
continued from back page
Stigliano assisted the goal.
Smith’s late first-half goal
sent the Friars into halftime with
a comfortable 3-0 lead, which
presented PC with the challenge
of containing the Syracuse
offensive attack for the
remainder of the game. The PC
backfield stepped up and put
together a strong defensive
effort anchored by sophomore
goalie Jeff Newman, who was
making just his second
collegiate start. Newman made
four saves, earning his first
shutout as a Friar.
Daley credited his defensive
unit for the victory, citing that it
was largely because of their
strong play in the backfield that
the PC midfielders and forwards
were able to create and
capitalize
on
scoring
opportunities.
While the Friars know that
one win certainly is no cause for
over-confidence, the victory
changed their outlook. “This is
the first home victory and Big
East win that I’ve been a part of
here. Our outlook has changed
a lot. We are definitely more
positive and there is happiness
- all around. We know that we
can come together and beat a
good team, which Syracuse
was,” Smith said.
“This win is very important
for us. Our morale has been up
the whole season though we lost
some games early on. We
stayed positive and kept
working and got the result,
which is great for us,” Solano
said afterward. Solano’s strong
play in Saturday’s game, as well
as his effort in PC’s overtime

We need to do the same
things every day. We
are capable of getting
result, after result, after
result. Aspirations can
only come with
consistency, though.
Chaka Daley

loss to UNH (two assists)
earned him Big East Co
Offensive Player of the Week
accolades.
Though they are pleased
with the results, the Friars are
careful not to become
overconfident but to use the
victory as a stepping-stone for
their season goal of reaching
the Big East Tournament for the
first time since 1998.
“While this is a great victory
for us, we still have things that
we need to tidy up, which is an
on-going process with such a
young team. We want to
improve every day, and that’s
our goal right now,” Daley said.
In addition, in order to reach
those goals, it is extremely
important that the Friars
continue to play the same way
in all of their games in order to
come out on top.
“We need to do the same
things everyday. We are
capable of getting result, after
result, after result. Aspirations
can only come with consistency
though,” Daley said.
The Friars continued to
show their improvement with
each game, traveling on
Tuesday to Cambridge, Mass.,

PETE JOHNSON '03/nie Cowl

Carlos Suero ’05 (12) drives the ball up the field away from a Syracuse defender.
to take on Harvard University.
Despite losing 2-1, the team
certainly gave the highly
regarded Crimson a run for their
money.
Daley noted prior to the
game that the Crimson
possesses “some physical
dimensions about their team
that we need to be prepared for.”
This season, Harvard returns
two of their top performers from
the 2001 season, Kevin Ara and
Ladd Fritz.

Harvard earned a 10-4-1
record last season and entered
into Tuesday’s game with a 4-1
record. Daley described the
Crimson as a “top regional and
national team that we have to
encounter and learn from.”
Providence came out strong
and controlled the tempo of the
game for much of the first half,
despite allowing Harvard to
score one goal. The Friars came
right back into the game, with
freshman Ian Wexler scoring on

a free kick, sendingJPC into the
second half tied 1-1.
As the second half pro
gressed, the play of Harvard
grew stronger and stronger, and
they were able to score again.
The Friars, according to Daley,
“battled back, and despite
opportunities, just couldn’t put
it away.” Providence returns to
action on Saturday, Oct. 5, when
the team travels to Blacksburg,
Va., to take on the Hokies of
Virginia Tech.
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Next week in The Cowl...

2nd Annual

winter sports

preview
Men’s Basketball • Men’s Hockey
Women’s Hockey • Women’s Basketball
Swimming • Indoor Track
Interviews • Features • Pictures • More!

CLASSIFIEDS
' tty""

HELP WANTED

Marketing Agency seeks High
Energy Individuals for
Marketing & Promoting in
Rhode Islands Hottest Night
Clubs. Must Have Own
Vehicle. $15 Dollars an Hour.
Flexible Hours.
Call: 1-888-477-6668
www. HausPromotions .com
HelD wanted: Be Set For Life
Before You Graduate!!! SELL
NUTRACEUTICALS! Our
products are 100% Organic and
Contain no Fillers,Dyes,
Binders, Coloring Agents,
Solvents, or Petroleum. They
are guaranteed to be free of
herbicides, pesticides, bacteria,
fungus, and yeast. Many college
students associate with us. Earn
immediate and residual income.
Call: Steve Struck: 728-8951

Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~
Student Groups Earn $1,000$2,000 this semester with a
proven CampusFundraiser 3
hour fundraising event. Our
programs make fundraising
easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the
programs! It works. Contact
Campusfundraiser.com at (888)
923-3238, or visit
www. camousfundrai ser. com

fa

CAT

1986 VW CABRIOLET
179,000. VERY RELIABLE
CAR, NEW BRAKES, CD
PLAYER, MANY NEW
PARTS. 38 MPG PERFECT
FUN COMMUTER CAR.
FIRST $1500 TAKES IT.
CALL 241-4685.
Unfurnished Apartments
2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher,
laundry facilities, alarm
system, parking. Students
welcome Pembroke, Eaton,
and Oakland Streets A
must-see!
Please call Jim at 247-2129

Want to be seen by
over 4,000 people
each week?
This space could be
yours!!!
Contact The Cowl at
401-865-2214 about
advertising in
the classified section!

VISIT US AT...

www.thecowl.com

SPRING BREAK

' SPRING BREAK

USA Spring Break Presents
Leisure Tours International
Spring Break 2003
***ACT NOW!
Guarantee the best spring break
Campus Reps Wanted
prices!
Earn 2 free trips for 15 people
South Padre, Cancun, Jamaica,
Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan
Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida & Jamaica, Acapulco, South Padre
and Florida
Mardigras. TRAVEL FREE,
Reps Needed, Eam$$$
Call Toll Free 1-877-460-6077
www.usasDringbreak.com
Group Dicounts for 6+.
1 888 THINK SUN
SPRING BREAK ’03! Air.
(1-888-844-6578 dept. 26262)
www.SDrin2breakdisc0unts.com Hotel, FREE FOOD, FREE
DRINKS, 150% Lowest Price
Attention Spring Breakers It’s
Guarantee! REPS WANTED!
Free in 2003 2 Free Trips/ Free Organize 15 friends, earn 2
Parties w/MTVHottest
FREE TRIPS, VIP treatment!
Destinations @ Lowest Prices
Call 1-800-293-1445 or e-mail
Featured on MTV, Jerry
sales@,studentcitv.com todav!
SpringerMSNBC & Travel
Wanted! Spring Breakers! Sun
ChannelMost Reliable
Coast Vacations wants to send
Company
you on Spring Break 2003 to
www. sunsnlashtours. com
Cancun, Acapulco, Mazatlan,
1-800-426-7710
Jamaica or the Bahamas for
FREE! Call 1-800-795-4786 or
email
Endless Summer Tours
sales®,suncoastvacations, com!
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
#1 Spring Break Look no
Bahamas Mazatlan, Florida,
further!
!2 Free Trips/ Free
Spadre. 110% Best Prices!
Book Now & get Free Parties & Parties w/MTV Free Meals/
Meals!Group Discounts. Now DrinksHottest Destinations @
Lowest Prices Caribbean,
HiringCampus
Mexico, Florida, Padre Most
Reps! 1-800-234-7007
Reliable Company
endlesssummertours.com
www.sunsDlashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
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Griak: Men fall to B&W: Contributions
of Bert live on today
15th in polls
Roy Griak Invitational
Men’s Results
1. Oregon
2. Eastern Michigan
3. Weber State
4. Brigham Young
5. Minnesota
6. PROVIDENCE
7 Central Michigan
8. Wisconsin
9. Arizona State
10. Texas

Women’s Results
96
105
166
173
195
220
230
268
280
28

continued from back page
more than three or four seconds
separating them,” explained Treacy.
“Then the real race happened over the
last 2K, but to see them in that group of
national class runners was fantastic for
those two guys,” he said.
Sophomore Pat Guidera came in 53rd
(25:10) and freshman Joe Dionne was
PC’s fifth scorer in 100th place (25:35).
Senior Tim Curran ran a time of 25:51
for the Friars, while freshman Martin
Fagan started the race but was unable to
finish.
The results from the race dropped the
PC men from being ranked 10th
nationally to 15th. However, the men
keep the big picture in mind.
“We ran a solid race considering it’s
still a couple months from nationals,
which is our main goal,” said Sutton. “It
was a shame that Dylan couldn’t run, but
I think that it shows positively that we

1. Michigan State
2. Arizona State
3. PROVIDENCE
4. Marquette
5. Indiana
6. Toledo
7. Weber State
8. Oregon
9. Miami (Ohio)
9. Kansas State

72
107
112
149
153
158
182
229
237
237

can finish sixth in a meet of that high
quality without two of our guys.”
The next race for the PC cross country
teams will be the New England
Championships on Oct. 11 in Franklin
Park, Mass. Both the men’s and
women’s teams won the meet last year
and hope to defend their titles.
In related news, PC runners past,
present, and future ran in the Ro-Jacks
five-mile road race in Attleboro, Mass.
PC alum Geraldine Hendricken ’92 won
the women’s race followed by Marie
McMahon ’98.
In third place was Kimberly Smith, a
Providence College student who recently
transferred from New Zealand, and is
sitting out this season to be able to run
next year for the Friars. The Papakura,
New Zealand native is said to make an
immediate impact for PC in 2003. The
2000 NCAA Cross Country champion
Keith Kelly ’01 and graduate student
Paul Reilly finished fifth and seventh in
the race for the men.

continued from back page
never beneath or above any
responsibility or task and was always
willing to roll up her sleeves and get
dirty,” said John Marinatto, Associate
Commisioner for the Big East
Conference and former Providence
Director of Athletics. “She and her
husband literally functioned as
surrogate parents to many of our
athletes through the years.”
With the early 1980s came the
development of the Big East
Conference, headed by former Director
of Athletics Gavitt in downtown
Providence. With these changes came
the inclusion of women’s athletics in
the NCAA. The “Lady Friars” were
now competing in 12 Division I sports,
and through Bert’s work with Fr.
Peterson and his brother, Fr. John
Peterson, Providence became one of
the first schools in the northeast to
fund female athletic scholarships. The
three of them put women’s athletics on
their back and on the map.
In 1984, Bert was renamed an
Associate Director of Athletics, and in

the same year became the first woman
inducted into the Providence College
Athletics Hall of Fame. She was
described as holding “the key to all the
Lady Friar action.”
But through it all, Bert maintained
that “her girls” were students first.
She was intimately involved in the
academic lives of each of her female
athletes.
“Helen personified the qualities that
made Providence College an anomaly
among Division I institutions,” praised
Marinatto. “She genuinely cared about
the student-athletes under her
supervision—and was more in the
business of education than sports.”
While her career at PC came to an
end with her retirement in 1988, her
ideals and spirit still live on in PC
athletics today. Indeed, one can say
that Providence College women’s
athletics would not be where it is today
if it were not for Helen Bert. Hockey
standouts Cammi Granato and Sara
DeCosta would have never skated
through PC on the way to their
Olympic gold medals. Runners like
Amy Rudolph and Geraldine
Hendricken would not have run their
way to NCAA Championships if it
were not for what Bert began at
Providence over thirty years ago.
Perhaps not all female athletes
realize this, and therefore my point is
simple: If they don’t, they should.
Thibodeau said it best about her
close friend and PC athletics today.
“Helen allowed it to grow. She
nurtured it, she fought for it, and it
happened. The sad thing is that the
women here today do not know the
history of how they got where they are
today. They don’t realize the
shoulders that they are standing on.”
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Volleyball gets taste of reality
by Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Volleyball team came into this season
knowing that the majority of its games
were going to be difficult, especially
competing in the Big East Conference
as a non-scholarship team. Consider also
that the Big East
WOMEN’S also features some
VOLLEYBALL of the top teams in
the country, so the
Friars knew that they would need to
come out ready to play each game or they
would be left in the dust.
With these things in mind, the Friars
opened up the Big East oprtion of their
schedule this past weekend, hosting
Virginia Tech on Saturday and the
unbeaten University of Miami on
Sunday. The Friars swept in both games,
3-0, in what could be a repeating trend
for the women this season.
“We knew the competition this year
was going to be tough,” said Head Coach
Margot Royer. “We have a very young
team and we start three underclassmen,
so playing against the more experienced
teams is always going to be hard,” she
said.
Virginia Tech used strong hitting and
serving to win games one and two in
similar fashion, 30-17 and 30-18.
However, the scoreboard was not
indicative of the team’s play as the Friars

showed as much effort as possible on the
floor.
The Friars fought hard in the third
game, and actually held a 28-27 lead in
the third game. Providence, however,
was unable to force a fourth game, losing
by the final score of 30-28 in the game.
Royer and the Friars recently changed
their defensive scheme before last
weekend’s Red Flash Invitational at St.
Francis (Pa.) University. Such changes
helped keep the Friars in the third match,
led by freshman Katie Fleming and
senior Sandy Fanning. Fleming and
Fanning combined for 21 digs in the
match.
The Friars offense did not have many
chances to score due to the dominating
play of Tech, and the few chances PC
did receive they could not capitalize on.
Sophomore Ayana Cadres led the team
with nine kills, continuing her strong
play in the middle on offense for the
Friars.
Sunday’s game featured the Uni
versity of Miami, a team on top of the
Big East with a 14-0 record, and
currently sporting an NCAA-best
winning streak at 25 consecutive games.
“I was excited from the very
beginning of play. You would think I
would be intimidated being a freshman,
but I just love playing against the best
competition,” said Fleming.
Miami was strong and showed that it

deserves national attention in the polls.
PC was simply outmatched and fell in
three games (30-12, 30-15, 30-21).
Cadres again led the way for the Friars
with three digs and 13 kills.
“They were the toughest team that we
played all year, but we stayed with them
until the very end,” said Sandy Fanning.
“We have gotten better every game, and
we are working hard. Sooner or later
we are going to get the results.”
Even with the loss, the Friars held
their own, showing definite promise for
the near future. “We are a young team,

and we can’t expect much against these
teams that are just incredible. But my
girls will go out there every game and
play their best and hope for the best. This
will build both character and experience,
which is good down the line,” said
Royer.
The Friars, currently 2-15 on the year
and 0-2 in conference, next host non
conference
opponent
Central
Connecticut on Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. Last
September the Friars defeated the Blue
Devils in four sets for one of their six
victories on the year.
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Eagles prevail in double OT
Robertson out for two weeks
with hamstring injury
by Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Soccer team went into its away game this
past weekend fighting, but in the end,
the Boston College Eagles came out
soaring with a 1 -0 win after scoring the
lone goal with only four minutes left in
double overtime.
While both teams
WOMEN’S played a tense backSOCCER and-forth game, the
Eagles produced more
scoring opportunities,
which eventually led them to the win.
BC took 19 shots, remaining consistent
throughout the game and both overtimes.
PC, on the other hand, took only five
shots, none of which were in the
overtime period.
“It was just one of those games where
you give it everything you can, but you
just don’t come up with the win. We
played really hard and put in a lot of
effort,” said senior captain Kristin
Gardener.
Although the Eagles out-shot the
Friars, PC still managed to stay focused
during the game. When the Friars came
back for the second half of the game,
they shaped up their offense by taking
more shots and creating more scoring
opportunities, but couldn’t connect for
a goal.
The Friars went into the game
knowing what needed to be done to win
the game. Head Coach Tracy Kerr said,

“Although there weren’t many scoring
opportunities, the team played very
well,” and although the team didn’t win
the game, “they stuck to the game plan,
and played with enormous heart.”
The team’s goalie, junior Caroline
Haines, was back and ready to play after
coming off of a back injury she sustained
in a previous game. In the end, she came
up with nine saves, defending her No. 3
Big East ranking in the category of most
saves per game.
Gardener said, “Even though Caitlin
[Pickul ’06], played an awesome two
games, the team was excited to have
[Caroline] back, and she played a great
game.”
Although one player was back,
another was absent, as sophomore Maura
Robertson’s presence in the midfield was
missing due to an injured hamstring. She
first pulled it during the preseason, and
has been playing with the injury
throughout the season. It was in PC’s last
game, against Brown University, where
she completely tore it. “I just kicked the
ball, and it tore,” said Robertson. She is
expected to be out for two weeks, but it
is up in the air if she will play this
weekend.
Robertson leads the team in goals,
assists, and points, and is also ranked in
the Big East Conference for assists and
assists per game. Although Robertson
is a key player in the Friars’ lineup, “the
team was there to win, and they weren’t
concentrating on the situation or looking
at it in a negative way,” said Gardener.

Field hockey
drops two to
end September
by

Brendan McGair ’03
Sports Staff

Despite back-to-back loses to end
September, Providence College head
coach Diane Madl feels that better days
are ahead fpr the Friars as they gear up
for the October portion of their schedule.
While the Friars end the month with a
5-6 record (0-1 in Big East Conference
action), Madl feels that the team has
given its best effort
FIELD game-in and gameHOCKEY out despite a sub.500 record.
Opening Big East play at 17th-ranked
Boston College last Wednesday, the
Friars were topped by the Eagles 5-1. BC
put the game out of reach when they
scored four goals in the first half.
Sophomore Amy Phillips scored the lone
goal for the Friars assisted by senior
Jennifer Chin.
Stepping out of conference play for
a match-up at New Hampshire on
Saturday, the Friars came up on the short
end, losing to the Wildcats 1-0 in
overtime. Despite out-shooting UNH 1513, the Friars were not able to muster
anything offensively.
“It was a tough game, but I was proud
of how we came back after a
disappointing loss to Boston College,”
said Madl. “I thought we played very
well against UNH, but we couldn’t quite
find the net.”
“We definitely played well after the
BC game, so that was a positive sign,”
said senior Kara Lukens. “But there was

no doubt in my mind that we were going
to win that game against UNH. So we
will keep making strides and, eventually,
everything will fall into place.”
The Friars had won the previous two
meetings between the schools but UNH
improved to 7-3 on the season with the
victory. The game marked the eighth
consecutive time in the series that the
outcome was decided by one goal.
With her first month complete as head
coach, Madl feels that the Friars are
moving forward in the right direction and
perhaps, with a strong showing in
October, the Friars could be a factor
come the Big East Tournament.
“I would say that it has been
everything that I have expected and
nothing that I expected,” Madl said. “I
am pleased with the way the team has
responded to us coming in. We have had
some tough loses, but I hope that will
help us hopefully this year as well as with
the future of the program.”
The Friars will be away for their next
two games, including on Sunday, Oct.
6, when Providence heads north to
Orono to take on Maine. The game
against the Black Bears will mark the
first time Madl will return to Maine since
her departure as an assistant coach last
spring, when she accepted her current
position at Providence. Madl spent nine
seasons with the Maine’s field hockey
program.
The Friars next home game will not
be until Wednesday, Oct. 9, when they
host UMass-Amherst at 3:30 p.m.
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Senior Emily Comeau (23) chases down the ball on defense against
URI earlier this season.
Although the Friars both gained and
lost crucial players in their lineup, “the
team banded together,” said Kerr. She
was very happy with the team’s
performance because each player had a
great individual game, which made the
team more unified and helped them
come together.
The team is just about halfway
through its regular season this year and
is 4-4-2 overall, 0-3 in the Big East. The
Friars’ Big East record is deceiving,
however, because all of the games were
within a goal. As with the game against
BC, PC has fought all of its battles until
the end.
The team is preparing for the
remainder of its season, and it is always

a goal for them to make it into Big East
Tournament play. Both Coach Kerr and
the team recognize what it will take to
do this: the team will have to win the
next three Big East games, and win
games against Syracuse and New
Hampshire this upcoming weekend to
make their goals into a reality.
Regardless, the team has improved
from last season. The Friars beat Brown
University this season, after suffering a
5-0 loss to the Bears last season, and
have brought three of their ten games in
to double overtime. The Friars are
working hard to prepare for the rest of
their schedule; so far their work seems
to be paying off, helping them to improve
their abilities and win more games.

Sports
A matriarch
remembered
When Helen Bert came to
Providence College in 1971, neither
she nor PC had an idea of how large
a part of her life Friars athletics
would become. 17 years later,
when Bert retired, no one could
imagine the PC Department of
Athletics without her.
Bert was dynamic, simply the
most important woman in the
history of Providence College
athletics, if not the College—
period. She died Monday at age 80.
Bert was the
original Lady
Friar, the first
woman to be
hired in the
history of
Providence
athletics by then-Director of
Athletics Dave Gavitt. With
women walking the halls of Harkins
for the first time, Bert became a key
player in bridging the gap of co
education at Providence. In only
her first year she became a mentor
to women not only for athletics, but
for working through the
adjustments of college life as well.
Former President of the College
Rev. Thomas Peterson, O.P., once
said that “co-education could not
have happened without Helen Bert,
for she took the women students at
Providence College and gave them
special meaning; she made them
‘my girls’.”
From Bert’s start at PC, Bert
took charge—female students were
“her girls.” And in 1971, that
meant 265 women. Hired on a parttime basis, with no staff beneath
her, Bert taught dance classes,
“slimnastics,” and did all of the
coaching herself.
In Bert’s first year, programs
were started in basketball, tennis,
intramurals, and cheerleading. She
introduced softball to Providence
and worked to improve the
basketball program, hiring her first
staff from a group of work-study
students at the College. In 1972,
Bert organized women’s ice
hockey; with only a handful of
athletes and limited resources, Bert
recruited in the classroom,
dormitories, and the dining halls.
“If a girl was tall, they recruited
her for basketball,” explained Dr.
Sally J. Thibodeau, the first
women’s dean for the College and a
personal friend of Bert. “If a girl
had an interest in playing hockey,
many times she had to be taught
how to skate.”
In her first five years, Bert
expanded the athletics programs to
include volleyball, field hockey,
club lacrosse, cross country, track,
and tennis. She was named an
assistant athletics director for the
College in 1974.
The key to Bert’s and
Providence’s success during the
1970’s was her undying
commitment to the athletes and
coaches. It wasn’t out of the
ordinary to see Bert on the road,
recruiting or traveling from game to
game. Many will remember how
she and her husband, Hugo—who
many athletes called “Dad”—would
drive the two PC athletics vans to
matches and practices.
“Helen was someone who was
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The sweet taste of victory
Friars 3-0 shutout
of Syracuse first Big
East victory in almost
two years
by

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Sports Staff

On Saturday, the Providence
College Men’s Soccer team proved
something very important to its
critics, to its fans, and most
importantly, to itself. The team
pulled off what some might call one
of its biggest surprises of the 2002
season as it defeated
MEN’S Syracuse University
SOCCER at Glay Field, 3-0.
The victory, while
marking Providence’s first victory
over the Orangemen since 1990, gave
the Friars their first home win this
fall. Most importantly, however, PC
earned its first Big East victory since
the 2000 season.
Much like the other teams on
Providence’s schedule, facing a team
like Syracuse was certainly not
expected to be an easy task for the
Friars. The Orangemen posted an
overall 7-8-1 record last year and
entered into Saturday’s game with a
5-3 record overall.
“Syracuse is typically a very good
team,” said PC head coach Chaka
Daley. “They were ranked in the top
25 teams in the nation earlier this
season, and beating them is certainly
a credit to our players.”
PC got on the scoreboard early in
the first half with senior Mauricio
Solano heading in a cross from a
direct kick by sophomore Carlos
Suero ten minutes into the game.
Later in the half, freshman forward
Eoin Lynch was dragged down by a
Syracuse defender in the box,
resulting in a second Providence
scoring opportunity. Solano sent a

Above: Mauricio Solano ’03 (10),
attempts to beat his Syracuse
opponent to the ball on Saturday,
Sept. 28. Solano scored two goals,
including the game winner, in the
Friars’ 3-0 victory over the Orange.

Right: Todd Stigliano ’03 (13)
works hard to keep the ball
inbounds and away from a
Syracuse defender.

penalty kick past Orangemen keeper Alim
Karim, giving the Friars a 2-0 lead.
Sophomore Jeff Smith gave PC its third
goal of the game at 38:12, sending a shot
into the net from 25 yards out, senior Todd
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PC women ranked No. 8
Women’s cross country finishes third at Roy
Griak Invitational, Men finish sixth overall
by

Paul Whitty ’03
Sports Staff

The Providence College Men’s
and Women’s Cross Country teams
had their first taste of nationallyranked competition this weekend at
the Roy Griak Invitational in
Minneapolis, Minn.
The women’s
team finished in
CROSS third place at the
COUNTRY invitational, behind
Michigan State and
second place Arizona State, who are
ranked fifth and seventh in the nation,
respectively. Based on the third place
performance of the women’s team in
Minnesota, the Friars have moved up
to eighth in the country in the latest
NCAA women’s poll.
In the meet, the Friars were again
led by senior Roisin McGettigan,
who finished fifth overall by running
the six kilometer course in 21
minutes, 18 seconds. Sophomore
Mary Cullen followed right behind
in seventh place (21:21).

“Roisin and Mary had great runs,” said
Treacy, “Roisin struggled a bit early but
came back to finish quicker than anyone
over the last two kilometers, and Mary is
just getting better and better as the season
goes along, which is a continuation of her
great form at the end of last year.”
The third scorer for the women’s team
was sophomore Deirdre Byrne, who
placed 31st overall in 21:59, followed by
senior Emer O’Shea in 32nd (22:00).
Graduate student Heather Cappello
rounded out the top five by placing 37th
(22:08).
“This meet was the next step for our
season,” said Byrne. “Facing good
competition helps push us along and helps
us improve for later on in the season.”
The men’s race included 16 of the top
25 ranked teams in the country and, to
make the race even more difficult for the
Friars, the men’s team had to compete
without sophomore Dylan Wykes. Wykes,
one of PC’s top runners, did not run the
meet due to sickness. Nevertheless, the
men’s team managed to finish in sixth
place. All five teams that beat PC were
all quality opponents, all of whom were

ranked in the top 14 nationally.
“Dylan was a huge loss,” said Head Coach
Ray Treacy. “I think with him in the race we
would have certainly reached our goal of
getting in the top three. Sixth place is not
hurting us because we beat teams that are
going to nationals, so it did serve a long-term
purpose in terms of getting us at-large points.”
In the event that PC does not earn an
automatic bid to the NCAA Championships
this season, it will have to rely on being
selected as an at-large team. A school
receives consideration for an at-large bid
based on how many teams it defeated who
did qualify for NCAA’s. While PC will
probably not have trouble qualifying
automatically come November, the insurance
of accumulating at-large points does lend
some peace of mind.
Senior Adam Sutton led the way for PC
by finishing fourth overall, running the eight
kilometer course in 24:22. Senior Tyler
McCabe’s time of 24:50 was good enough
for 25th place overall, while Providence’s
third runner to finish was sophomore Pat
Moulton in 38th (25:01).
“About six kilometers into the race Tyler
and Pat [Moulton] were in a group of about
thirty guys battling for sixth place, with no
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